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“DOBSON COURT RECORDS 
SURRY COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA” 


One Aue 20513892, Tom Allison ot Iredell Co., N. C., 
employed by a tobacco warehouse company of Mt. Airy, 
N. C., on the main street of this thriving little tobacco 
village, and only a short distance from where Sheriff 
C. H. (Cape) Haynes was standing, shot and killed a 
very prominent citizen of Mt. Airy and Surry Co., W. H. 
Brown. A deputy sheriff, Mart Griffith, arrested Allison 
and placed him in the Dobson jail. 


AS TOLD TO ME BY A COLORED MAN—John 
Snow, who drove an ice wagon for an ice company in 
Winston-Salem, N. C., in 1925. “When a small boy he 
was staying with his aunt just outside of Dobson on the 
Mt. Airy road. On a cool starry night (in Sept.) he 
was playing on the bank of the road in front of his 
aunt’s home; when he saw a great crowd. of men riding 
horses coming up the road, as they came nearer there 
eot to be more men and horses, growing larger all the 
time, so it looked to him; that they were making no 
noise as they walked along the rocky road (They had 
tied sacks around the horses feet so they would make 
no noise). He being a lad of eight or ten years of age, 
became frightened and ran for the house, the front and 
back doors being open he ran through the house scream- 
ine; his aunt and others who lived nearby ran him down; 
but he was so scared for some time he could not tell 
what he had seen. About the time he had made them 
understand what he had seen; the colored population 
having gathered to learn what the excitement was all 
about; the men on the horses passed back in the direction 
of Mt. Airy in the same quiet way, then the older ones 
became excited and began praying which continued all 
night.” He said: “He went to bed and slept all night 
and that next morning down the road a short distance 
a man was hanging to the limb of an oak tree.” Tom 
Allison had been taken from the Dobson jail during the 
night and hung. The tree has been known as “Hang- 
man’s Oak’. This tree stood by the side of the road on 
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Rt. 601 about one mile northeast of Dobson, N. C. and 
has been recently cut down as it became rotten and 
decayed (1958). 

“SHAD LAWS OAK” 

There was another oak tree that stood by a road in 
Wilkes County, N. C., for more than a century after the 
Revolution known as “Shad Laws Oak”. It is said that 
Col. Cleveland cut a notch in a limb of this tree and 
made Shad Law place his thumbs in the notches while 
being whipped. Law was said to be a Tory. (Thus the 
saying—‘Thumb the notch”). 

Gen. Lenoir caught a Tory who had stolen a stirrup 
from his saddle while he was at Mulberry Meeting 
House; the culprit was carried before Col. Cleveland, 
who ordered him whipped at this same oak. He was 
whipped by a Mr. Beverly, who had been ordered to 
give him fifteen lashes, but he kept on till stopped by 
Col. Herndon. For this Beverly was punished. 

There was also an oak that stood near where the 
Court House now stands, at Wilkesboro, N. C., known as 
—“Tory’s Oak” where it is said many Torys were hung. 

“MY MOTHER” 
A premonition seemed to tell, 
Of sorrow soon to come ; 
But pondering on the future of 
These woes, I could not see, 
I wondered where the sorrows were, 
And where I could not see, 
Yet I feared the hours and minutes 
Would a sorrow bring to me. 


I coursed a line o’er hill and vale, 

And climbed another hill, 

And viewed the woodland—level too 

And coursed across the flat, 

Till chains were used—but no marks there, 
The mark we sought was gone. 

And then to west a monuament, 

We found without a doubt. 
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I set up by this monuament, 

And took an eastward course, 

And laid the chains that I should use 
And set my stake right there, 

But all the time I feared that I 
Would grieve when I got home. 


I made a commutation true 

And bore on to the south, 

I scaled the slope and crossed the brook, 
And elimbed the other hill; 

There viewed the peaks, above my home, 
And wondered of them there; 

I closed my work now on point B, 

In sorrow turned for home, 

In fear I walked my homeward way, 

In fear of sorrow there; 

In fear I reached my home and saw 

No grief or sorrow there, 

In lghter mood I moved about, 

Yet feared that grief would come. 


I slept my hours and waked in fear 
Of some bad thing to come; 

That day a card was in my hand, 
But words had stung my heart; 
That mother dear had gone across 
That borne which none recross. 

I rode the miles to father’s home 
And thought, Oh! could I look? 
On mother’s face so still in death, 
She could not speak to me. 

I searece could summons courage there 


To look on mother’s face; 

My mother, now so cold in death, 
And could not smile on me. 

But when I viewed her face so sweet, 
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She looked so good and young, 
I searce could believe, that anal was dead, 
But sleeping sweetly there. 


Oh sleep dear mother, sleep in peace, 
And may you live on blissful shores 
Where sickness comes no more. 

And may the years bring me to thee, 
On happy, joyful shor es, 

And may no parting ever be 

To mar our pleasure there. 


I fain would hope your son to be, 
And look for guidance there ; 

To you, who onee, my mrdaree was, 
The sole reliance here. 

And may you speak to me again, 
And I obey your word, 

And grow to youth your pride to be; 
And proud your son to be. 

And then in youth’s most joyful days, 
With joy return to thee 

And love you there—yes more than here 
And there bring rich joys to thee. 





May ageing life more joys then bring, 
Rich pleasures there to thee, 
And love for Mother there, shall be 
An ever-last-ing spring. 
And may the sun it’s orbits 20, 
Through- out eternal days; 
And pleasures stopped by death no more, 
Be on your happy way. 
By J. C. Morris, March 3, 1935. 
My mother died at 2 o0’clock a.m., October 18, 1984, 
age 76 years. 
The first part of this prose refers to a survey of 


land that he was surveying at that time. Printed by 
permission. 


“FANCY GAP METHODIST CHURCH” 


Who were the first worshippers at what is now 
known as the Fancy Gap community in Carroll County, 
Virginia. There are no official records. From traditional 
stories the Dean families were here in the seventeen and 
seventies, and held services in their homes. The first 
place of worship being about one mile in a westerly 
direction from the present site of Fancy Gap Methodist 
Church, and a little southwest of the old Dean grave- 
yard. The first of the family we know about was: 
William Henry Harrison Dean (see Vol. 1, page 34). 
Then we have Rev. John B. Dean; Rev. Henry Dean, 
Hiram H. Dean (my maternal great-grand-father, mar- 
ried first Susan , second Nancy Ayers) ; Abner 
Dean (married first, Susannah (Sucky) Johnson, second, 
Tobitha Bolen); Howell H. Dean (married Polly Bea- 
mer); Rhoda Dean (married Philip Beamer) ; Susannah, 
Mary Ann, Abner J. Dean (a son of Hiram Pl Petits 
Abner married Rhoda Lundy). He was a Methodist 
minister, and went to Lee County, Va. There were 
others names not known. 

The Dean family were soon joined by the Anthony 
Wheeler families who were Methodist, two or more of 
the Wheelers were Methodist Ministers. The Wheelers 
first settled on what was later known as the Peter L. 
Beamer lands. They were later joined by the O’Neal, 
Walk, Phibbs, Bolen, Coltrane, and Mitchell famihes 
who allied themselves along with the Methodist. 

They were the pioneer backwoods settlers of the 
early Good Spur community (now Fancy Gap); who 
used as a covering at night the God sent dews from 
Heaven, and the clear blue sky as a canopy; Who blazed 
the first trails through the forest, built the first homes, 
whose word was their bond, and whose prayers reached 
the top stories of high Heaven. Like the Hellenes of 
Hellas, who carried the works of art, painting, literature 
and learning to the Greeks and Romans; the Deans 
brought the teachings of John Wesley to this community. 
Their teachings to immortal souls stands unchallenged, 
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and its blessings rest upon a remnant of its worshippers 
in this community today. 

In a log cabin near the present Fancy Gap Church, 
we have the first written record of the Good Spur Union 
Sunday School, with as many as forty-six in attendance: 
some of them memorizing more than one thousand verses 
from the New Testament. This is the first written record 
of a Sunday School in this part of Virginia, dated June 
8, 1856. This journal is now in my possession. By whom 
and for what purpose this log cabin was built is un- 
known. John Morris Sr., a local Baptist preacher and 
his father-in-law Rev. David Westmoreland—Methodist ; 
Seventy years after the coming of the Dean families, 
in 1845, brought with them from Germanton, N. C., the 
form or habit of recording their Sunday School reeords 
im a journal. Baptist and Methodist accounts for the 
“UNION” in their Sunday School. 

Not many years later John Morris, Sr., and James 
L. Mitchell seeing the need of a larger and more com- 
fortable place of worship made the plans for a new 
church on the grounds of the first log cabin, which was 
finished about 1869. Eleven years later and after the 
death of John Morris, Sr., and James J. Mitchell, this 
society was changed from Good Spur Union Sunday 
School to Fancy Gap and dedicated a Methodist Church. 
This caused a split in their Sunday School and caused 
many of their class to go to other churches. 

Rev. Jesse W. Morris, who served in the Holston 
Conference for one fourth of a century was baptized 
when a baby in the first framed church. Rev. Marcus 
Leftwich of Western North Carolina Conference, was 
converted in the old church and for some time was a 
member there. 

In 1921 the old framed church was rebuilt; Rev. 
S. G. Frye preaching the first sermon in the new church 
before it was finished. In 1925 it was rededicated by 
Presiding Elder C. W. Wingo. 

Two wings have been recently built to the church. 
One on the south side in 1949, and dedicated July 22, 
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1951 by Supt. W. M. Seymore, and Rev. CG. C. Mize, 
pastor in charge. One on north side, built in 1952, and 
dedicated Aug. 24, 1952, by Supt. Seymore and Rev. 
Mize. 

For complete records of pupils in attendance in the 
old journal, other churches, early preachers, roads, post 
offices, and other interesting data, read Vol. 1. of this 
work. 


“WHITE MARSH CHURCH” in Lancaster County, 
Virginia, is the mother of Methodism in Virginia. 


Many years ago while a minister was holding a 
series of revival services at Fancy Gap Church, a man 
approached the Minister and asked—What success are 
you having? The minister repliied—Not much success, 
very little interest. This man introduced himself as a 
local preacher and said: “The devil was in this church 
and he could run him out.” The minister not knowing 
his standing in the community, invited him to take part 
in the services. About the time the said local preacher 
began his talk, one of my baby sisters became restless 
and likely to cause some disturbance, my father (S. L. 
Morris) picked up the child and went outside, as he 
passed out the door the local preacher turned to the minis- 
ter and said: “I told you the devil was in the church and 
I could run him out.” Others became restless and the 
local preacher was a failure and was not invited to take 
further part in the services. 


A man was praying in the old frame church one 
eold winter day. He was asking his Lord and Master 
to bless the people and the work of the church, etc., 
when his eyes must have gazed into a large crack be- 
tween the floor boards which the cold wind was blowing 
through and up his pant legs and chilling his body, and 
he said: “Oh, Lord bless this crack.” 


A man telling his experience in this church said: 
“There are only two places to go to (after death, he 
meant) and we should prepare to go to one or the other.” 
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“EPWORTH METHODIST CHURCH” 


Epworth Methodist Church, on Rt. o2, four miles 
north of Mt. Airy, N. C. Some time after 1850 there 
was a Methodist Church on the old Green Hill Road, 
south of the present church. It was a log building and 
was moved a few miles in a northeastern direction to 
be used as a school house. There are no dates avail- 
able, but I was informed by Mr. Dave Jones, that his 
grandmother (wife of Dave Philips), went to preaching 
at this place when a girl, that she was born prior to 
1850, and lived to be ninety three years of age. 

Susan Ester Dean (daughter of Dr. James Dean), 
born July 11, 1859, died Sept. 25, 1953, said: “She went 
to Sunday School at this old log building when a very 
small girl.” “After her marriage to John Henry Jones 
Jan. 3, 1879, she taught Sunday School in her home. On 
June 25, 1883, she joined the church of “Jesus Christ 
of Later day Saints,” and was baptized by Charles N. 
Nokes. 


“ST. PAUL’S CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN” 


Jake Wisler and William Tyson, came to south Car- 
roll County, Virginia, from Penn. They were here as 
early as 1869. In 1889 they built the first log church 
known as—“St. Paul’s Church”. Services were held in 
their homes prior to this time. Some of the first to 
join this church were: Larthinia Towe, Soffie and Nancy 
Robinson, and Kitty Ayers. In 1891 C. D. Hilton and 
S. G. Spangler held a revival in this log church. Ten 
joined and in that number were: Nancy, William Towe 
and wife; Jacob Leonard and wife; James Leftwich and 
his wife Elizabeth. The church was organized in 1892. 


“IN MEMORY OF MOTHER” 


An angel came to earth yesterday, 

And gathered a flower for Heaven; 
It came to where sweet mother lay, 
And bore her, to a home in Heaven. 
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We are left here to weep alone, 

To wait and watch for judgment day ; 
While mother sits at God’s white throne, 
With no earthly sorrow pain or care. 


Home once so bright and lovely, 
With the one we loved so well; 
Now is so quiet, sad and lonely, 
No mother to wish us well. 


Oh! dear mother we shall miss you, 
But our loss will be your gain, 

And we know that God will bless you, 
In a land that is free from pain. 


While we are left to wander here, 
Through this bitter world of woe, 
Mother dear, we will meet you there, 
In a land where all must go. 


How you thought of those loved ones, 
Now dear mother, we think of you; 
While you sleep among your loved ones 
Mother dear, we’ll sleep there too. 


In my dreams I often see her, 
With that smiling loving face; 
Then to wake, and not see her, 
So sad, so lonesome, is my place. 
When I leave the old home place, 
And as I to my work repair ; 
Beside me there is a vacant place, 
Of meat and bread by her prepared. 
Dedicated to my mother—W. R. Morris 


Sleep on beloved mother sleep, 

For thy work on earth is o’er; 

May angels round your pillow keep 

A loving watch for-ever more. —Gussie Morris 
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“IN MEMORY OF MY FATHER” 


Awful and affecting as the death of a parent is 
there is a consolation in knowing that Heaven spared 
my father to an age beyond which few attain, and. 
favored him with the full enjoyment of his faculties and 
as much bodily strength as usually falls to those of 
fourscore years ten and three. Under these considera- 
tions, and a hope that he is translated to a happier 
place, it is the duty of his children, relatives and friends 
to yield due submission to the decrees of the Creator. 
We cannot better, or more suitably, honor him than to 
dedicate the following parody to his memory. 


Only a father with a tired look, 

Coming home from across the brook, 

Bringing little of this worlds goods or fame, 

To show how faithful he has played the game, 
But glad in their hearts, and his children rejoice, 
To see him come and to hear his voice. 


Only a father of a family of eight, 

One in a million men of faith, 

Plodding along in his daily strife, 

Bearing the burdens and toils of hfe, 

With a smile to hide the pain and the ache, 
For the sake of the eight who at home await. 


Only a father neither rich nor proud, 
But only one of the world’s great crowd, 
Striving all the year, day after day, 
Facing the many hardships all the way, 
Carrying on the great load of freight, 
All for the love of his family of eight. 


Only a father, but he gave his all, 

To brighten the way for his eight children small, 
Plodding with courage stern and grim, 

The very deeds his father did for him, 

These farewell lines for him I pen, 

Only a father, only the best of men. 
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Only a father on the other shore, 

Waiting to welcome his ehildren o’er, 

The cold silent river at death’s door, 

And across that river we'll be with him ever-more, 
Those hairs of grey, will be turned to vold 

When I once more, his face behold. 


Only a father with helpmate gone before, 

Beckoning him on to the bright eolden shore, 

She joined one of the number of eight; 

In nineteen and fourteen, broke the chain of eight, 

They are beckoning the remainder of the family of seven, 

To a home much brighter, far up in Heaven. 
Dedicated to my father, 8. L. Morris 

o-W RM-o 
“HAMMOND MORRIS AND FAMILY” 


Hammond Morris, born— co Ty 01 ee. 
1810: a son of Edward, Jr. and Elizabeth Hammond 
Morris. Hammond was born on Reedy Branch, North 
Farnham Parish, Richmond County, Wee Jake TaeEnetee: 
Mary Brown, widow, whose maiden name was “Tuttle”. 
Children: William, born Feb. 28, 1704; Jesse, born March 
7, 1756; Travis, June 12, 1758; recorded in North Farn- 
ham Parish records. Thomas, ——— 176 Bhizaberk, 
Seer iG): John Gmee e larimion dee) bee 
Pome ohadrick, —— 177__; Presley, born Oct. 4, 
1775, died. 1815: The last six named children were per- 
haps born in Dittingen Parish, Prince William County, 
Va. The Dittingen Parish records have been lost or 
destroyed. 

Tradition tells us there were two other sons, and if 
this is correct their names were: Nathaniel and Richard 
(see file No. 1725 and 839. Land Grant Office, Raleigh, 
N. C.). I am of the opinion that Nathaniel and Richard 
were the sons of Manly and Mary (Tuttle) Brown, and 
adopted the name Morris before coming to N. C. 

Mary Tuttle, married Manly Brown, and their first 
child was named Richard, born July 13, 1745, died May 
10, 1750. They may have named another child Richard, 


Les, 














who came to N. ©. with Hammond and Mary Morris. 
This often occurred when a child died they named an- 
other child the same name. 


Hammond Morris, Sr., left Richmond County, Va., 
according to the records about the vear 1760, and settled 
in Prince William County, Va. He bought two hundred 
acres of land bordering on the Occoquan River and ex- 
tending to Beachams or Bacons Run—an old horse racing 
track. So named because the bettors often put up bacon 
as a bet on horse racing. The price Hammond Morris 
paid for this land was five Shillings, less than $1.25 in 
U.S. money today. In 1778 he sold this same pareel of 
land for the same price, and is recorded in Book T, page 
401 at Mannassas, County seat of Prince William County, 
and reads as follows: 


This indenture made the 4th. day of April in the 
year of our Lord 1778 and in the second vear of our 
commonwealth, between Hammond Morris and Mary his 
wife of the parish of Dittingen and county of Prince 
William party of the first part and Bladen Blanseth 
(spelled—Blansett and Blanchet) of the Parish and 
County aforesaid, planter of the other part: Witnesseth, 
that the said Hammond Morris and Mary his wife for 
and in consideration of five shillings sterling to him in 
hand paid by the said Bladham Blanseth at or before 
the sealing of these presents, the receipt whereof is 
hereby acknowledged and hath granted, bargained and 
sold and by these presents doth grant bargain and sell 
unto the said Bladham Blanseth al] that tract or parcel 
of land situated and being in the County of Prince Wil 
ham and Parish of Dittingen containing 200 acres of 
land to the same more or less, granted to James Blandeth 
and Mary his wife by deeds from the proprietors of the 
Northern Neck of Va., bearing the date of 10th. of Oct. 
in the year of our Lord 1756. The purchase of a certain 
John Baptist Anderson of the said Blanseth and sold by 
the said Anderson to Hammond Morris and bounded as 
follows viz—Beginning at a corner of Bland and Stone 





178 


and a stake nigh a red oak; thence, north 70 west 40 
poles to a beach and maple on Beaquan Run by an old 
spanish oak corner to Bland and Stone, thence up the 
said Occoquan south 11 west 40 poles crossing the mouth 
of Champs Branch to Col. Cragson’s line of the land he 
bought of the said James Bland thence running with 
this line south east 12 poles, thence, east 50 poles; thence 
south 170 poles, thence south 85 west 72 poles to Champs 
Branch thence with said branch south 17 (?) east 125 
poles to or near a marked white oak on the west side of 
said branch, thence, north 80 (?) south east 50 poles, 
thence south 80 east 70 poles to the line of the land of 
Thomas Davis Dee’d now his grandsons David and Tho- 
mas Davis; thence with his line north 6 west 296 poles 
to the land of Bland and Stone; thence north 83 -west 
140 poles to the beginning. Together with all houses, 
out houses, edifices, buildings, yards, gardens, orchards, 
woods, underwoods, trees, ways, waterways, courses, pro- 
phets, commodities, heredities and appertances whatever 
pertaining to the said tract or parcel of land and pre- 
mises belonging or in anywise appertaining and the in- 
version and readversion remanders and remains. Rents, 
issues and prophets of the said, premises hereby granted 
to every part or parcel of land and premises herein- 
before mentioned and entered to be hereby bargained 
and sold and every part or parcel whereof with their 
every or their appertances the said Blanham Balnseth his 
heirs and administrators from the day on the date of 
these presents for and during the full term of one year 
from thence ensueing and fully to be completed and 
ended and paying thereof the rent of one ear of Indian 
corn upon the last day of the said term of the same 
shall be lawfully demanded to the intent and purpose 
that by virtue of these presents and of these statutes 
for transfering uses into possession of the premises and 
thereby be the better enabled to accept and take grant 
and release of the reversion and inheritances thereof to 
him and his heirs forever:—In witness whereof these 
patents have hereunto interchangebly set their hands and 
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seals the day and year above written. 
Signed sealed and delivered 
in presence of 
Hammond Morris (Seal 
Mary Morris (Seal) 
James Evans, Jesse Davis, Isaac Davis, Daniel 
Davis, Cornelus Davis 


At a term of Court for Prince William County the 6th 
day of April, 1778 this lease from Hammond Morris and 
Mary his wife the said same being first privately ex- 
amined and confessing thereto Rhoda Blanchet was 
acknowledged by the said Morris and wife and ordered. 
to be recorded Teste—Robert Graham 

The above parcel of land was deeded to Hammond 
Morris and his wife Mary by John Baptist Anderson and 
his wife Mary on the 24th of Aug., 1761. Lease Book 
page 103, release page 106. Signed and delivered in 
the presence of John Calvert, Thomas Peake, and Wm. 
Pareell. Teste—John Graham C. C. 

There were a number of transfers of land between 
Hammond Morris and others in Prince Willham Co., I 
found no transfers of land for the sons of Hammond 
Morris in Prince William County. 

Hammond Morris took an active part in church work 
in that community. He was one of the organizers of 
Occoquan (first spelled Oconaquan) Baptist Chureh. The 
first meeting house being built in 1774. His name ap- 
pears on the following petition. 

Petition of Prince William Co. Baptist, May 11, 1776: 
To the Honorable Speaker and Members of the Honor- 
able Convention of Va. The petition of a Baptist Church 
at Oconaquan, Prince William Co., hereby showeth, that 
whereas, this colony with others is now contending for 
the civil rights and lberties against the enslaving 
schemes of a powerful enemy. 

Ist. We being convinced that the strictest unanimity 
among ourselves very necessary in this most eritical con- 
junction of public affairs; and that every remaining 
cause of animosity and divission may if possible be re- 
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moved, have thought it our duty as peaceable Christians, 
to petition for several religious privileges, which asserts 
we have not been indulged with in this part of the 
world. That is: that we be allowed to worship God in 
our own way without interruption. 

2nd. That we be permitted to maintain our own minis- 
ters and no others. 

srd. That we and our friends who desire it, may be 
married, buried, and the like, without paying the parson 
of another denomination. These things granted, we will 
gladly unite with our brethren of other denominations, 
and to the utmost of our ability promote the common 
cause of freedom, always praying for your welfare and 
SUCCESS. 

Signed in behalf of the Church, this the 19th day 
omeitay, 1776, by us. 

Hammond Morris, John Peake, W. M. Haynie, Obed 
Calvert, Jun., Obed Calvert, Sen., Daniel Harnet, Wiliam 
Calverie Johns King, Robert) Bird, Thos: Bland, Thos. 
Dowel, Wm. Bird, Daniel Peak, John Moon, Jesse Cal- 
vert, Robt. Mosley, John Chessee, Nicholas Anderson, 
James Peake, Danniel Machentosh, John Wenit, John 
Knight, Jesse Peak, Samuel Corner, James Smith, John 
Dowel, James Walden, Peter Cotnel, Ralley Calvert, 
Vineen Cooksey, Wm. Jacobs, Jeremiah Dowel, John 
Hampton, Sen., John Hampton, Edward Willams, John 
Harper, Mordicia Kelley, John Reid, James Born Bland, 
William Williams, Thomas Smith, Thos. Hookard, Char- 
les Smith, Richard Kinsey, Wm. Dowel, Wm. Mills, 
Joseph Hampton, John Bunt, Gilbert Roland, missed one 
name. Total: Fifty names. 

On April 21, 1778 Hammond Morris and his wife 
Mary were granted the followimg church letter. 
Whereas: Hammond Morris being formally a member 
of the Baptist Church on Occoquan Prince William Co. 
and state of Va. as also Mary his wife of the same 
Church, County and State, being orderly members and 
now in membership and having a desire to remove their 
residence, and having made information to the Church 
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of the same. It is granted that they shall have a recom- 
mendation from us until we shall hear from them again, 
where they are settled and what Church to dismiss them 
into. And so dear brother and sister farewell. April 
PIL 3: 
Signed in behalf of the Church 
John Peake, John Hampton 


From the date of the issueinge of this letter until 
Sept. 20, 1779, when Hammond Morris was granted land 
on Red Bank Creek, Surry Co., N. C., (now Forsyth Co.), 
there is nothing on record that I have found to give us 
the route that he traveled in coming to N. C. It has 
been handed down that he came to N. C. from Green- 
briar Co., Va. (now in W. Va.). There is no record to 
prove this story. William Morris, who settled at what 
is now Cedar Grove (then in Greenbriar Co., Va. (and 
now in W. Va.), from records was a brother of Ham- 
mond Morris. Hammond Morris may have come through 
rreenbriar Co., on his journey to N. C. He perhaps did 
not leave Prince William Co., until the fall of 1778. 
In the deed to Bladen Blanseth he is given possession 
for that year, 1778, on payment of one ear of corn on 
the last day of the same year. 

It has been handed down that he started to S. C., 
and that he was camping and resting not far from Ger- 
mantown, N. C., and that a Mr. Waggoner and Col. 
Winston visited his camp and persuaded him to settle 
near them. If this is correct he perhaps crossed the 
Blue Ridge over the Volunteer Gap; thence following 
the Volunteer trail to the east of Pilot Mountain, N. C.; 
thence through the town of Germantown, to his camp 
ground, which is said to be near where St. Marks Church 
now stands, in Stokes Co., N. C., and near where he 
settled. He purchased land adjoining the lands of Col. 
Winston and became associated with him in the settle- 
ment of that section known as Town Fork, just east of 
Germantown, N. C. 

His wife Mary must have died before he settled in 
N. C., as there is no record of her after April 21, 1878. 
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The census for 1790 for Surry Co., gives Hammond 
Morris, one male under 16 vears of age, which was Pres- 
ley Morris, he was fifteen on this date; and two males 
over 16 years, which was Hammond and Shadrick Mor- 
ris. No females. The census for 1800 for Stokes Co., 
eives one as head of Hammond Morris family and over 
forty five years of age, which was Hammond. His child- 
ren were all married on that date. The census for 1810 
does not list the older Hammond as he was living with 
his son Presley Morris. Hammond Morris, Sr., died be- 
tweens Oct. 7, and the Dec. term of Court 1810. 

The first record of Hammond Morris in N. C., is 
the following: 

State of North Carolina. 

To all to whom these presents may come greetings. 
Know that for and in consideration of the sum of fifty 
shillings for every one hundred acres hereby granted, 
paid into our treasury by Hammond Morris hath given 
and granted and by these presents do give and grant 
unto the said Hammond Morris a tract of land contain- 
ing two hundred acres, lying and being in our county 
of Surry on both sides of Red Bank Creek and Town 
Fork. Beginning at a white oak, running thence south 
55 chains to a white oak thence west crossing said creek 
thirty six and one half chains to a dogwood, thence 
north 55 chains to a pine, thence, east crossing said 
creek to the beginning, as by the plat hereunto doth 
appear, together with all woods, waters, minerals, mines, 
hereditaments and appertenances, to the said land. be- 
longing and appertaining to hold to the said Hammond 
Morris his heirs and assigns forever, yielding and paying 
to us such sums of money yearly, or otherwise, as our 
eeneral assembly from this time to time may direct. 
Provided always, that the said Hammond Morris shall 
cause his grant to be registered in the registrars office 
of our said County of Surry within twelve months from 
date hereof. Otherwise the same shall be null and void 
and of no effect. In testimony whereof, we have caused 
our seal to be hereunto affixed. 
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Witness: Richard Caswell, Esquire, our Governor, Cap- 
tain general, and Commander-in-chief, at Kinston, the 
20th day of Sept. In the fourth year of our indepen- 
dance, and in the year of our Lord 1779. 

By his Excellency Command 

J. Glasgow, See. Rh. C. Caswell 
State Land Office, Raleigh, N. C. Danbury, Stokes Co. 
Book A page 318. Also recorded in Surry Co, Ne: 

There are many land grants and transfers of land 
to and from Hammond Morris recorded in Stokes and 
Surry Counties. He and his sons owned large farms on 
both sides of Town Fork, but Hammond settled on Red 
Bank Creek and lived there till his death. 

Hammond Morris, was buried on a little knoll in 
the bottom across the creek from Germantown. There 
Was a small stone that marked his grave; a large poplar 
tree once stood at the foot of his grave, this tree was 
cut down some time before 1936, but the stump re- 
mained to mark his grave. By his side and to the south 
was the grave of Sally Morris (daughter of Presley). 
Sally died in the year 1812, born on the 14th day of 
Sept. (year not given) Soapstone slab. By her side was 
another soapstone slab marked: “Presley Morris was 
born October the 4 day; 1775. By his side were two 
of his children. Then to the north east about fifteen 
feet was another soapstone slab marked: “Travis Louis 
a 1 son (meaning first son) Morris son of T (Travis). 
Morris was born A D 1792 in the month of Dee. the 11 
day, died 1803.” This was the oldest son of Travis 
Morris. 


HAMMOND MORRIS WILL 


In the name of God, Amen. I, Hammond Morris, Soe 
of Stokes County and State of North Carolina, being 
weak of body but sound of mind and memory do this 
the 7th. day of Oct. in the year of our Lord eighteen 
hundred and ten, make and ordain this to be my last 
will and testament in manner and form following, That 
is to say, Im-primis (In the first place). I will that all 
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my just debts and personal charges be paid by my 
executor, by a lien to be raised and levied and of my 
movable estate for that purpose. 

Second: Taking into consideration that all my heirs 
are not indigent circumstances, and neither of them in 
a situation to take my negro boy George, and pay my 
other heirs their distrabutive share and bring decission 
to provide a place for him after my death I have there- 
fore thought to dispose of him in the folowing manner ; 
that is: I give and bequeath my negro boy George to 
Isaae Dalton, Esquire, to him and his heirs forever, but, 
upon promise that he the said Isaac Dalton do and shall 
pay unto my heirs the following sums, that is: To my 
son William fifty-two dollars, to my son Jesse fifty-four 
dollars, to my son Travis nineteen dollars. To my son 
Thomas forty-five dollars. To my daughter Elizabeth 
forty-five dollars, to my son John fifty-two dollars. To 
my son Hammond, forty-five dollars. To my son Shad- 
rick, twenty-nine dollars. To my son Presley, thirty- 
nine dollars. Said Isaac Dalton, is to take the said negro 
boy George into his possession immediately after my 
death and shall pay my heirs the above mentioned sums, 
when by them or their representatives demanded. And 
the said neero boy George, is to be the property of the 
said Isaac Dalton and his heirs forever. (Item second 
and third or the same). 

Fourth: I give and bequeath unto my daughter Eliza- 
beth, a feather bed and furniture to her and her heirs 
forever. 

Fifth: I give and bequeath unto my son Presley, all my 
land which I shall be possessed of to him and his heirs 
forever. 

Sixth: I will that the remainder of my personal estate 
not heretofore bequeathed be sold at public sale, and 
that the monies arising therefrom together with all my 
outstanding debts be equally divided among all my heirs, 
after my just debts and funeral charges are paid. 
Seventh: I do hereby nominate, constitute, appomt and 
ordain Isaac Dalton and Isaac Nelson, Esquire, executor, 
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of this my last will and testament, to carry the same 
into effect. And do hereby denounce and make void 
all former wills and testaments by me at any time here- 
tofore made, ratifying, confirming, establishing this and 
no other to be my last will and testament. In testimony 
whereof, I, the said Hammond Morris have hereunto set 
my hand and affixed my seal, 
day and date above written. 
Hammond Morris (Seal) 
Signed, sealed, published, de- 
clared, and pronounced by Hammond the testator of this 
last will and testament in the presence of us the sub- 
scribing witnesses who were present at the time of the 
signing and sealing thereof. David Westmoreland, Tay- 
lor Westmoreland, Harbard Westmoreland. 
Stokes County Court, Dee. term 1810. 
The execution of the last will and testament of Ham- 
mond Morris, Sr., dee’d. of which the foregoing is a 
true copy was duly proven in open court by the oath 
of Taylor Westmoreland, and ordered to be recorded. 
Done accordingly, 
tob. Williams, C. C. 
By Thomas Armstrong, Dept. C 


At our annual reunion held at Germantown, N. C. 
Oct. 2, 1927; on motion of Judge D. W. Bolen, Fancy 
Gap, Va., a committee was appointed to locate the grave 
of Hammond Morris and others of the family; collect 
funds and place a monuament to their graves. The 
committee appointed were: A. H. Morris, F. Hub. Mor- 
ris, James H. Morris, W. R. Morris, and Robert J. 
Morris. After consulting the older ones of the family 
we almost decided their resting place was forever lost. 
In the autumn of 1933 I visited a cousin, L. R. Davis, 
second great-grand-son of Hammond Morris, Sr., and 
a third cousin of myself. Mr. Davis said: “He knew the 
location of the graves of Hammond and Presley Morris; 
That there was a large tree at the foot of Hammond 
Morris grave.” Mr. Davis and myself went to the old 
graveyard that evening. The tree had been cut down, 


186 


but Mr. Davis pushed his way through the bushes and 
briars and pointed out the grave of Hammond Morris 
to me. There was a large poplar stump at the foot of 
the grave. By this grave we found some little stones, 
only a few inches showing above the ground. T cut and 
sharpened a stick and dug out the stones, which I found 
to be the head stones to the grave of my great-great 
erand-father Presley Morris, also the head stones of 
Patsy, Sally, and Travis Louis Morris. 


Judge Bolen and Albert Morris had visited the graves 
many years before we located them. Judge Bolen had 
told me before his death that when he visited the graves 
there was a large tree at the head. or foot of the grave 
of Hammond Morris, and that since the death of Albert 
Morris he had tried to locate the grave but failed to 
find it. 


During the summer of 1936 a majority of this com- 
mittee decided to remove the remains of the above men- 
tioned relatives. At our regular meeting held at Pine 
Woods Church, Sept. 6, 1936, the following committee 
was appointed to remove the remains of our relatives 
and place a marker to their memory—James H. Morris, 
Jas. I. Morris, W. R. Morris, Walter Tae lLornic baa Or 
and T. 8. Morris. 


On Sept. 7, 1936 as secretary of our clan, I had the 
following notice published according to law in the Dan- 
bury Reporter, a paper published in Stokes Co., NeaG: 
TO THE RELATIVES OF HAMMOND MORRIS, PRES- 
LEY MORRIS, PATSY, SALLIE, AND TRAVIS LOUIS 
MORRIS. 


Take notice that the “Morris Clan” an organization of 
the descendants of the above named persons, desire to 
move the bodies of the above named members of the 
family from a graveyard situated about one fourth mile 
across the creek east of Germantown, Stokes COmeN aC: 
which has been abandoned as a burying eround to a 
suitable plot in the cemetery at Loves Methodist Church, 
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Walkertown, Forsyth County, N. C. This 7th day Sept. 
1936. The Morris Clan of N. C. and Va. 
By W. R. Morris, See’y. and Treas. 

On Nov. 2, 1936, I appeared before the Honorable 
Board of County Commissioners of Stokes Co. with the 
following sworn statement and. petition. 

This is to certify that the attached notice “To the rela- 
tives of Hammond Morris, ete.” was published for four 
successive weeks in the Danbury Reporter from Sept. 7, 
1936. N. E. Pepper, Publisher. 
Sworn to before me this Nov. 2, 1936. N. O. Palmer, 
Notary Public. 

To the HONORABLE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMIS- 
SIONERS OF STOKES COUNTY: 

Whereas the graves of Hammond Morris, Presley 
Morris, Patsy Morris, Sallie Morris, and Travis Louis 
Morris, are now located in an abandoned graveyard 
situated about one fourth mile across the creek east of 
Germantown, Stokes Co. N. C. and the Morris Clan of 
N. C. and Va. an organization of the descendants of the 
above named Morrises desire to move the bodies of the 
above named, from this abandoned graveyard to a suit- 
able plot in the cemetery at Loves M. E. Chureh at 
Walkertown, Forsyth Co., N. C., and in accordance with 
section No. 5030 (al) North Carolina Code have published 
a notice directed to the relatives of said deceased persons 
in a newspaper published in said county for thirty days 
prior to this application. 

NOW THEREFORE, The Morris Clan of N. C. and 
Va. by its Secretary-Treasurer W. R. Morris, hereby 
petition the Honorable Board of County Commissioners 
of Stokes Co., to grant their permission to remove said 
bodies, under the supervision of the Stokes Co., Health 
Officer and the said Board of County Commissioners. 
This second day of Nov. 1936. 

The Morris Clan of N. C. and Va. 
By W. R. Morris, See’y.-Treas. 

We the undersigned County Commissioners of Stokes 

County, N. C., considering the above petition, and find 
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that in our opinion it is necessary and expedient to re- 
move the bodies of Hammond Morris, Presley, Patsy, 
Sallie, and Travis Louis Morris from the abandoned 
graveyard to another cemetery in order to preserve their 
resting place to the knowledge of future generations, 
and hereby grant permission for such removal, under 
the supervision and direction of the Health Officer of 
Stokes Co. 

This second day of Nov., 1936. 

J. A. Joyce, H. H. Brown, H. L. Gibson, County 
Commissioners. 

On Aug. 17, 1987 we removed the above mentioned 
bodies. We found all the large bones of Hammond 
Morris, the skull, jaw bones with only two or three 
teeth missing, all the large bones of Presley Morris, the 
skull and jaw bones with no teeth missing and in sound 
eondition. Two children, Sallie and Patsy were buried 
in the same grave; only a small part of the bones of 
their bodies were found, most of the skull and jaw 
bones; two sets of teeth, their adult teeth under their 
baby teeth, both sets of teeth in very sound condition. 
We found a part of the body bones of Travis Louis 
Morris, the skull, jaw bones and adult teeth. 

Their remains were buried in Loves Cemetery, 
Walkertown, N. C., Aug. 19, 1937 in a concrete vault. 
A marker inclosing the small headstones built of white 
flint rock, a marker placed on top with the following 
inseription thereon: 

IN MEMORIAM 
Hammond Morris 
1733-1810 
Erected By Morris Clan 1937 

May their bones forever rest In peace, and may 

their progeny forever preserve this monuament 

from oblivion. 


“OCCOQUAN MEETING HOUSE” 
In Prince William County, Va. 
Prince William Co., Va., was organized in 1780, 
from Stafford and King George Counties. The Union 
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soldiers had possession of the court house at Bentville, 
during the Civil War and a part of the records dis- 
appeared at that time; there are old deeds dating back 
to 1720. The first wills 1734. The Marriage records 
begins 1764. Marriage bonds and other records prior 
to this time were either lost, stolen or destroyed. There 
may be in some of the old order books appointing 
trustees for Occoquan Meeting House; they are not in- 
dexed and time would not permit me to go through them. 

T learned from Elder W. M. Smoot, the present pas- 
tor (1936) of Occoquan Meeting House, and also editor 
of their church paper; the church was organized in 1774 
and that on the one hundredth anniversary Elder Smoot 
became its pastor. Who the leaders or its first trustees 
were, the present pastor or trustees have no record. 
From other records,, Hammond Morris, John Peake, John 
Hampton, and Nicholas Anderson must have been the 
prineipal leaders. 

They are known as the “Old School Baptist.” There 
has been three divisions since its organization. In 1832 
there was a division and the two factions became known 
as the old and the new. In 1889 there was another 
division and they entered into an organization of the 
Virginia Annual Meeting; which meeting was organized 
by the church in the Occoquan Meeting House. An arti- 
cle of this meeting reads as follows: “We cannot receive 
into our fellowship any person who is a member of any 
secret or oath bound organization. We have nothing 
to say for or against such institutions among men and 
nature, but we believe every person among such organi- 
zation who has been ex-perimentally brought to know 
the truth, and who seek membership in the visible church 
of God, should first leave such connections, and thus be 
separated from all men made institutions. Whether 
religious or otherwise; for “Israel” shall dwell alone and 
Shall not be reckoned among the nations.” Num. 23:9. 

In 1903 they again declared non-fellowship with its 
members who belonged to the labor union; that all such 
come under the head of secret orders. The articles of 
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faith at this meeting expressed the doctrine of Absolute 
Predestination, Eternal Vital Union and separation from 
Seeret Societies. The records of this meeting show that 
a number of members were cited to the bar to answer 
charges prefered against them. The membership at this 
time amounted to one hundred. 

They do not address their pastor as Reverend, but 
as Elder, and their house of worship, a meeting place 
for the church. 

Their first pastor was Elder David Thomas. How 
long he served is not known for the early records of the 
church book have been torn out. I with others deeply 
regret that the records of this church and other im- 
portant documents fell into the hands of parties who 
eared so little for their preservation. The important 
events connecting Hammond Morris with the early his- 
tory of Occoquan Church, were lost or destroyed. Many 
relatives and descendants of the first members now wor- 
ship in the congregation of this church. The first record 
of baptism they have was George Carney in June, 1816. 
The name of James Arnold appears in the business re- 
cords in 1813; and at this date Occoquan belonged to 
Ketocton Association; which they had joined in 1776. 
Oecoquan has been the birth place of two associations. 
It derived its name from the beautiful stream nearby 
“Oeeoquan River; was one of the boundary lines of the 
parcel of land bought by Hammond Morris 1761. It was 
called Dittingen Parish and was bounded on the south 
by the dividing line of Stafford and Prince William 
Counties, a straight course to the head of Darrells Run; 
thence with the said run to Cedar Run; in a northerly 
direction to the Bond Run near the lower line of Col. 
Charles Carters tract, called Broad Run; thence to the 
north of Bull and Lick Run opposite Jacob Smith in 
Fairfax Co. and extended to the Potomac River. The 
old vestry books of this parish are now in the Richmond 
Library, but give no information on this church or of 
the early settlers. The early Parish records have been 
lost or destroyed. They no doubt gave the names of 
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the younger children of Hammond Morris, along with 
other families connected with Occoquan Chureh and 
Prince William County. 

There has been three church buildings erected where 
the present church now stands, it being one hundred 
years since it was built (1836), and is in fairly good 
condition. The meeting house and cemetery inclosed by 
an iron picket fence. I was there June 26, 1936 and 
found cemetery and church lot clean. During the Civil 
War this meeting house was used by Wade Hampton 
for a hospital for southern soldiers. 


“SONS OF HAMMOND MORRIS” 


William Morris, born in Richmond Co., Feb. 28, 1754. 
There is no record of his early life in Virginia. After 
coming to N. C. and on May 18, 1779, he was granted 
00 acres of land on Red Bank Creek, Surry Co., N. C. 
On July 10, 1797, he was granted 25 acres on Red Bank 
Creek, Stokes Co., N. C. (Land Grant Office Book 79 
page 388, Book 93 page 186 and file 313). 

Mar. 27, 1793 Hammond Morris deeded to Wm. Morris 
for love and affection which he the said Hammond Mor- 
ris held for his son Wm., a parcel of land on Red Bank 
Creek or branch of Town Fork, containing twenty seven 
acres. Book 1 page 345. Nov. 28, 1793, Wm. was 
granted land adjoining the land of John Morris. Book 
2 page 185; all in Stokes Co. 

I have no record of his first marriage. The census 
of Surry Co., N. C. in 1790 gives William Morris, seven 
in family. Two males over sixteen, four females under 
sixteen years of age. His wife, mother of the six child- 
ren must have died before the census was taken. There 
was no record of a William Morris in the 1800 or 1810 
census in Surry or Stokes Counties. In the marriage 
bonds of Stokes Co., N. C., William Morris, married 
Alena Francis, Sept. 18, 1802. This must have been his 
second marriage as there is no record of another William 
Morris in Surry or Stokes Counties at this time. 


Wm. Morris was juror at the June term of court, 
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Stokes Co., 1799; he and Hammond served at the Sept. 
term 1799. 

Nov. 30, 1779, William Morris was granted 100 acres 
of land on the south side of North Buffalo and Sleepy 
Branch in Guilford Co., N. C. Book 2, page 13 and 21. 
On Aug. 7, 1802, William Morris of Guilford Co., paid 
John Tomlenson one hundred pounds for 200 acres of 
land adjoining the land of Mordecia Mendenhall, in 
Guilford Co., and extended into Randolph Co. Book 7, 
page 499. After 1816 I have no record of this Wilham 
Morris in either Stokes or Guilford Counties. 

In pension roll No. 3, page 102 of Sumner Co., Tenn. 
William Morris, private, allowed $20.00. Ree’d. $60.00 
N. C. Militia. And gave his age as 73 years. He may 
have been the son of Hammond Morris, if so, he apphed 
for the pension in 1827 which would have been the cor- 
rect age of William son of Hammond Morris. 

Stokes Co. was cut off from Surry Co. in 1779 and 
for some years later records may be recorded in either 
Surry or Stokes. 

Jesse Morris, born in Richmond Co., Va. Mar. 7, 
1756. A traditional story is: That he went to Morris- 
town, Tenn. to visit his brother John; that he settled 
near Morristown. His wife was Jane Pointer of Va. 
The story goes that soon after his father’s death Jesse 
left Stokes Co., and settled in Tenn. Later leaving part 
of his family in Tenn. he moved to Madison Co., Mo. 
And the last record of the family I have is—that his 
son Ennis Morris died about 1895 at Madison, Mo. 

In the annual report pension roll No. 3 Jesse Morris 
entered Apr. 3, discharged Aug. 10, (Failed to get year). 
129 days duty, on payroll, under command of Ben Logan. 

Jesse had a son John, born in Stokes Co., N. C., 
Jan. 30, 1790, died in Tenn. Nov., 1885. John Morris 
married Sarah Stevenson, born 1788, died Oct. 6, 1834. 
John had a son Robert C. Morris, born May 1817, died 
Nov. 8, 1892. Robert married Rebecca Cannon Hender- 
son, born Feb. 3, 1815, died Mar. 8, 1875. Sadie Jane 
(only child of Robert and Rebecca Cannon Morris), born 
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Oct. 1, 1852, married B. F. Wilson, born Oct. 24, 1837, 
died June 16, 1912. Children: Sada, died young; Idabell, 
(married John M. Gray), Benjaman F., died young; 
Robert (married Bessie Dake), Richard Thornton (mar- 
ried Kate Ransom). 

Travis Morris, born in Richmond Co., Va. June 12, 
1758. After coming to North Carolina, Travis first lived 
on a parcel of land containing sixty five acres granted 
to Hammond Morris, Dee. 20, 1791. Travis first lived 
on the south side of Town Fork Creek, but later moved 
across to the north side. In 1793 Wm. Boles sold Travis 
Morris one hundred and fifty acres of land on Neetmans 
Creek or Miry Branch. Alex. Boles sold Travis 90 acres 
on Town Fork; this being called the Travis Morris plan- 
tation. Travis was granted 60 acres in Stokes Co., on 
Neetmans Creek Nov. 29, 1797. 

[ have no record of the marriage of Travis Morris, 
and but little of his children. He perhaps married a 
Kiser, as his son Travis Louis, was buried in the Kiser 
plot. In the Stokes Co., marriage bonds, Travis Morris’ 
daughter Elizabeth, married Geo. Holder Oct., 1802. 
Bond signed by Travis Morris and Geo. Holder. I have 
reason to believe that the Isaac Morris who bought land 
in Grayson Co., Va., (now Carroll Co.), around 1800 
was the son of Travis. Isaac Morris died in 1826, and 
is buried on the Benny Banks place in sight of Round 
Knob Baptist Chureh in Carroll Co., Va. Some of his 
descendants live around Leesburg and Washington Court 
House, Ohio. Isaac has a son buried beside him and 
there are others buried there that are unknown. 

There are no census records for Travis Morris; the 
1800 census gives a Francis Morris; which must have 
been Travis as there was no Francis Morris in Stokes 
Co., at this date. The 1800 census gives—two under 
ten years of age, one over ten and under sixteen, one 
over sixteen and under twenty. He also listed a number 
of slaves. 

In the Moravian records, Travis Morris bought a 
lot in Wachovia (Map Lot No. 45 near Bathabia, N. C.). 
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This would lead us to believe Travis, and his family 
were communicants of the Moravian Church. At that 
date the Moravian Brotherhood only sold plots to those 
who allied themselves with their church. 


Court records, Stokes Co., N. C. 1790; Travis Morris 
had a suit against John Deberry, who was fined—fifty 
four pounds, one shilling and two pence. Travis and 
Shadrick Morris were jurors, July tr. ct. 1799. (See 
FOLK LORE Vol. 1, page 23). 

About 1800 Travis Morris sold a number of parcels 
of land; this and the following receipt leads me to be- 
lieve he was making preparations to leave North Caro- 
lina. 

Ree’d. Aug. 20, 1805 of Hammond Morris, Sr., thirty 
dollars in full of all such part or portion which I or my 
heirs may hereafter be entitled to from the estate of him 
the said Hammond Morris and I do hereby release him 
and the rest of his heirs fully from all legians or por- 
tions as aforesaid. Witness my hand and seal date above 
written. Travis Morris (Seal) 
Witness Presley Morris 

Travis remained in Stokes Co., until after the death 
of his father in 1810. According to the will of Ham- 
mond Morris, Travis received his proportional part of 
the estate. A traditional story is—That Travis started 
to Illinois; then called. the far west and was never heard 
of again, and it was supposed that he and his family 
were killed or captured by Indians. In the ninth annual 
report of the Library Board of Va. is the followimg: 
“Morris Travis, §. & W. 1835 Pension No. 3 Senate Doe. 
1 Ses. 23 Congress page 19. Travis Morris of Illinois 
(county not given) Private on allowance of $30.00 and 
received $90.00 Va., Continental. Oct. 93, 1838. Age 74 
years.” Travis would have been 75 years of age. The 
age 74 was given when he applied for the pension, and 
the application was before June 12, of that: year. The 
age 74 corresponds with the age of Travis, son of Ham- 
mond Morris. Travis was paid one year back pension ; 
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perhaps only lived about two years after being granted 
a pension. I have never been able to get in touch with 
any of his descendants. 

Thomas Morris, born in 1759 or later, in Richmond 
or Prince William County, Va. Came to N. C. with his 
father in 1779. He married Susannah Appleton Jan. 4, 
1786, in Surry Co., N. C.; bond signed by Tho. Morris 
and John Calvard. The census for Stokes Co., N. Gs 
for 1790 gives one male under 16 years and 2 females ; 
for 1800—3 children under ten years, 1 over ten and 
under 16 years, one between 26 and 40. Seven slaves. 

I found the following transfers of land: 

This indenture the 29 day of Oct. 1793 between Thomas 
Morris and his wife Susannah of the first part and 
Ruben Samuels of the second part, ete. One hundred 
acres of land for one hundred pounds, on Old Field 
Creek. Thomas left Stokes Co., N. C. after his father’s 
death. In the annual report, pension roll No. 3. Thomas 
Morris, Ent. April 10, Discharged Aug. 11, (failed to eet 
year). On duty 38 days. Payable by Capt. John Boyle, 
Co. of Lincoln Malitia. On active duty escorting families 
of the settlement. Made pursuant to call. Ben Logan 
under County Seal. Thomas, perhaps moved to Lincoln 
Co., N. C. after leaving Stokes Co. 

Elizabeth Morris, born in Prince William Co., Vas 
176 Soon after coming to N. C. she married Henry 
Fry. Their first child was baptized by the Bethania 
Minister, on Jan. 31, 1781 and christianed “Johannah” 
(John) Fry, son of Joh. Heinrich and Elizabeth Fry. 
The names are German and Fry is spelled “Frey” in this 
record. Sponsors at the Baptism were Thomas Morris 
and Sarah Moser. 

Some one gave Elizabeth, as widow Moser, trans- 
lated from the death records of Valentine Fry. This is 
an error and refers to Valentine Fry, who married Eliz- 
abeth Binckel, “Widow Meyer”. There is no record or 
traditional story that she had married before this time. 
She could not have been over nineteen years of age when 
she married. Her husband Henry Fry must have died 
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in the early part of 1802, according to the following 
court record. 


Stokes Co., State of North Carolina: Pursuant to an 
order of the worshipped court of the County aforesaid, 
directed to the Sheriff of said County authorizing him 
to summons twelve freeholders to alot off to Elizabeth 
Fry widow of Henry Fry decd. possessed of. Her dowry 
was laid off July 12, 1802. Recorded Sept. tr. 1802 Dan- 
bury, Stokes Co., N. C. Elizabeth and her son John Fry, 
were administrators. They made a number of transfers 
ef land in 1803 to Solomon Jacobs. On Aug. 17, 1816 
other deeds were made, Elizabeth and children signing 
deeds, to Jesse Fry and others. Sept. 17, 1816, Elizabeth 
sold 70 acres to Lewis Fry for $300.00, this being her 
dower rights. Soon after this date, Elizabeth loaded 
her personal belongings in wagons, and with her children 
and slaves went to her son John Fry, in Giles Co., Tenn. 
(her son John Fry had gone to Tenn. in) 1808 ee In Dennis, 
Elizabeth married Parks Bailey, from whom she sepa- 
rated. Parks Bailey was a drunkard and Elizabeth’s 
son John, did not approve of the marriage. Before the 
marriage Parks Bailey went to John Fry’s, a little tipsy 
and said: “John Fry, let’s make some rhymes.” John 
Fry said: “Go ahead.” Parks Bailey said: “John Fry 
you look so sly.” John Fry said: “Parks Bailey you are 
a mean man really.” 


Some of the Fry family in Tenn. have a tin type 
picture of Elizabeth, made when she was a young girl. 
I have an enlarged picture made from this tin type, pre- 
sented to me by John W. Fry (now deed.) of Columbia, 
Tenn. Elizabeth’s son Henry Fry, was a Primative Bap- 
tist preacher. In the 1840 census of Tenn. we find Eliz- 
abeth, living with her son Henry Fry, in Giles, Co., Tenn., 
giving her age as between 70 and 80 years. She was 
not in the 1850 census and must have died before this 
time. Elizabeth, is buried in the Fry Graveyard, on Fry 
Branch, Giles Co., Tenn. 

(See Fry records for other data) 
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John Morris, born in Prince William Co., Va. 17__. 
Soon after his father’s death he moved to Tenn. There 
is a traditional story that he helped to organize the town 
of Morristown, Tenn. Some of his descendants live in 
Morristown, but I have learned very little from them. 
The census for 1790, for John Morris, Surry Co., 
N. C., gives one child over 16, two males under 16 years 


of age. No census record in Surry or Stokes for John 
Morris, for 1800 or 1810. 


Thomas Hall, sold John Morris, Nov. 15, 1805 a 
parcel of land containing 150 acres for $300.00, on both 
sides of Red Bank Creek, including the house and planta- 
tion where John Morris now lives and formerly owned 
by Thomas Tuttle. John Morris bought land of Wm. 
Davis in 1791. On Mar. 1, 1796 John Morris and _ his 
wite Mary deeded to Jacob Binkley, 150 acres of land 
for 90 pounds on Rubens Branch. He deeded to Marlin 
Marshall, Sept. 14, 1798, 110 acres for 110 pounds which 
joined land of Wm. Morris. 

Virginia records—‘John Morris private served 3 vears, 
also listed private State line for the war. 

Many names were missed in the census for 1800 and 
1810, and we only learn of them by searching transfers 
of land. 

I learned through the courtesy of Wm. Fry, Colum- 
bia, Tenn. that in 1783, three Morris brothers, Gideon, 
Daniel and Absolon, cleared the land on which the town 
of Morristown, now stands, and that there were earlier 
settlers of the Morris family in what is called the bend 
of the Chucky River near Morristown. 

Hammond Morris, Jr., was born in Prince William 
Co., Va., 176__. There is no record I found that he 
purchased land after coming to N. C. He married Mar- 
Parete Clete, sees and went to Tenn., thence to 
Ky., and from there to Vermont, Cooper Co., Mo., and 
died there. He had a son Shade, whose son was Hugh, 
whose sons were—George, William and Snowden; they 
lived and died in Bunceton, Mo. George, William and 
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Snowden, attended the Morris reunion in 1932, at the 
home of Thomas 8. Morris, Walkertown, N. C. 

From the following letter my great-grand-father, 
John Morris at one time was planning on going to Mo. 


Vermont P.O. 
November 6th. 1839 


State of Missouri, Cooper County 

Dear nephew and niece John and Polly Morris, I now 
take the opportunity of writing a few lines, to let you 
know that we are yet in the land of the hving blest 
with a reasonable portion of health at this time hoping 
that these few lines may find you all enjoying a hke 
blessing. I, lately received your letter of the date Sep- 
tember 30th which afforded me much pleasure to hear 
from you all that you are doing well and expecting to 
eome to this country next fall—you said in your letter 
you wanted me to write vou how congress land was sell- 
ing it is to be had at $1.25 cts per acre and you can 
enter by 80 acres at a time just as much as you want 
and where it is sold at auction if you are the highest 
bidder you can take all it is just like it is at any other 
sale at auction the highest bidder takes the property this 
land that is sold now at auction is sold by 80 acres in a 
piece you said something about the money of your 
country no money is current here in the land office but 
Missouri paper or gold or silver corn crops last year in 
this country were very good. I raised last year and 
eribed about 600 barrels of corn and I have got about 
250 barrels of old corn at this time crops this last season 
were not as good as we had last year on account of a 
powerful wet June and a great drouth in the time of 
eorn making itself I shall not raise near as much as I 
did last year corn is worth from 20 to 25 cts pr bushel 
wheat is 75 cts oats 20 cts bacon is worth 7 ects per lb 
pork is from 8 to 3% cts per lb I have 640 acres of land 
which is a section 80 acres is a half a quarter 160 is a 
quarter and 320 is a half section and 640 is a whole 
section I have twelve negros at this time Fountain Petre 
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and his wife is out here and is living about two miles 
of me they are well and doing very well Give my best 
respects Jesse Fry and John Tuttle and all the rest of 
the connections and let them see my letter and I think 
you would do well to come out to this country for you 
will certainly find it much easier making a living in 
this country than that so no more at present only I 
remain your affectionate uncle and Aunt until death. 
To John Morris and family Hammond Morris 
Jesse Fry and Margaret Morris 

The letter was written in a plain bold hand-writing 
and. his signature the best of penmanship. 

The census for Surry Co., in 1790, gives Hammond 
Morris, Jr., and his wife, one male under sixteen years 
of age, one slave. 


Hammond, Jr., and Margaret Morris, had eight 
daughters; Patsy, (married Thomas Kinsey); Betty (m. 
Ben Kinsey) ; Malinda (m. Hugh Baxter); Charlotte (m. 
Jesse White); Polly (m. David Crews); Lucinda (m. 
Green Porter, second Jonathan Todd); Rebecca (m. 
Josiah Brawley, second Snowden Tevis); one son Shad- 
rick (m. Becky Tevis). 

Shadrick and Becky Morris, had four sons, Ben, 
Snowden, Hammond, 3rd., and Hugh. The first three 
married sisters whose maiden names were Dallas. Hugh 
married Juda Ann Davis. There were three girls—Mar- 
garet (m. Joseph Fry); Naney (m. Leo Arnold); Patsy 
(m. Washington Basle). 

Hugh and Juda Ann Morris had six sons—John, 
Truman, George, Snowden, Ben, and William. Two girls 
—Mary and Mattie. Many of them live near Bunceton, 
Mo., and near the old home place of Hammond. Morris, 
Jr. Bunceton, now known as Syracuse. 


“JOHN AND LIBBY HUCHINGS” 

In order to clarify in the mind of the reader the 
relation between John Huchings, father-in-law of Shad- 
rick and Presley Morris, I give the following records. 

On Nov. 3, 1784 John Huchings was granted one 
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hundred acres of land in Surry Co., N. C., for the sum 
of 50 shillings (Land Grant Office, Raleigh, N. C.) A 
deed of conveyance in Book C page 261, Surry Co., N. C., 
gives the location of the land on Muddy Branch waters 
of Dan River. 


This deed signed by John & his wife Libby Huchings. 
“GIFT TO HIS GRAND-CHILDREN” 


For love and natural affection I bear to my grand-child- 
ren, Henry, Rebecca, intermarried with Elijah Tucker; 
Shadrick, Mose, Isaac, Joshua, Elizabeth and Jesse Mor- 
ris; Children of my daughter Elizabeth Morris deed. and 
Shadrick, Sr., have given, bargained, sold and delivered 
unto the said Henry Morris, Rebecea and Elijah Tucker, 
Shadrick Morris, Mose Morris, Isaac Morris, Joshua 
Morris, Elizabeth Morris and Jesse Morris, the negroes 
to wit: Thena and Naney which said negroes to warrant 
ete: 
In witness whereof I do hereunto set my hand and seal 
23rd. day of Jan. 1832 
John Huchings (By mark) 

Witness James Hudler. 

Book 10 page 228, Stokes Co., N. C. 

Same date 

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, That I, 
John Huchings, now of the County of Stokes and State 
of North Carolina for and in consideration of the sum 
of one dollar to me in hand paid by Frederick Morris, 
John Morris, Charity Westmoreland wife of Wm. West- 
moreland; Patsy Hudler wife of James Hudler and Pres- 
ley Morris, and in consideration of the respect I bear 
for the memory of my daughter Charity Morris deed., 
and the affection I have for her children aforesaid, have 
viven, bargained, sold and delivered unto my said grand- 
children Frederick Morris, John Morris, Charity West- 
moreland and her husband Wm. Westmoreland, Patsy 
Hudler and her husband James Hudler and Presley 
Morris; one negro boy named Aaron about eleven years 
old, and one negro girl named Lucy about eight years 


aul als lois Uopete, 


old, which said negroes I will warrant and forever de- 
fend unto the said (above named children) and their 
heirs and assigns forever against the claim of all per- 
sons whomsoever. 


In witness whereof I do hereby set my hand and 
seal the 23rd. day of Jan. A. D. 1832 


John Huchings (Seal by mark) 
Teste: S. Petree. 


Reg. Book 10, page 203. Mar. tr. ct. 1832 
The above mentioned Negros were servants in the 
Morris families until their deaths. 
John Huchings was a soldier in the Revolutionary 
War, and had the thumb of his right hand shot off. 


John Huchings, born 1753, died 1840. He and his 
wife Libby, are buried in the old Huchings Graveyard 
at Belews Creek, Stokes Co., N. C. I have been informed 
the graveyard has been destroyed, and on the grounds 
today (1956) there is a lumber yard. Others supposed 
to be buried there were: Jonothan, Strangman, William, 
Patrick, James, John, Jr., George, Thomas Huchings, 
Nicholas, and other names not known. Page 27, Surry 
Co., N. C. census. 

The census for Stokes Co., N. C. 1790, gives for John 
Huchings, three males and ten females in the family. 

“SHADRICK MORRIS, SR.” 
Son of Hammond and Mary Morris 

Born in Prince William Co., Va. 177__. He mar- 
ried Elizabeth (Dau. of John and Libby Huchings), 
born_____= _ d. prior to the first of the yeamenaees 
Children: Henry b._______ d. Feb. 26, 1868; Shadrick, 
Jr., b. Dec. 24, 1798, d. 1872; Joshua b..__ eee 
b. Dec. 8, 1801, d. Feb. 14, 1873, m. Cynthia Walker, 
Mar. 2, 1822; Isaac b. Mar. 31, 1804, d. Apr. 12, 1897, 
m. Jane MeCum; Jesse b. Mar. 14, 1812, d. Sept. 26, 
1891, m. Mary L. Martin; Rebecca b._________ d.. July 
9, 1848 (?), m. Klijah Tucker; Betty b.____ sage 
(?) m. Dick Fulp. © 
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There are many transfers of land to and from Shad- 
rick Morris. He lived on a pareel of land granted to 
his father, and sold by his father to Geo. Sans. And was 
sold from Geo. Sans by the Sheriff of Stokes Co. by 
virtue of a vindition or power of the county court to 
satisfy a suit brought by Michael Fry, Henry Bloom, 
and Abraham Steins. Shadrick Morris buying same for 
the sum of five pounds and ten shillings; Said parcel of 
land containing 6514 acres at the Mar. tr. of ct. 1800. 
On June 10, 1803 Shadrick sold this land to John Nichol- 
son for fifty pounds. 

After selling his property in Stokes Co. N. C., he 
moved to Surry Co. and. on Feb. 24, 1824 he married the 
second time to Naney Allen; the bond signed by Shad- 
rick Morris and Jesse Johnson (Surry Co. marriage 
bonds). 


“FOLLOWING COURTESY OF MRS. NELLE 
MORRIS JENKINS” 


Write her for records of Shadrick Morris, Jr. 

Aceording to the 1840 census of Limestone Co., Ala. 
Shadrick Morris, Sr., was between 60 and 70 years of 
age, and his second wife Nancy Allen Morris was be- 
tween 50 and 60 years. Children: John P., between D 
and 10; Washington, between 10 and 15; Lewis, between 
90 and 30; Thomas, between 20 and 30; Preston Morris 
between 20 and 30. Preston’s family was given as 2 
females between 5 and 10; one female between 20 and 
30, and was his wife. 

1850 census same county. Preston Morris, age 31 
years, born in N. C., Menerva (his wife) age 33 yrs., 
Horm im Ala. Children: Sara age 11; Thomas she ye 
Isaac P., 7; Lewis C., 4; and Wm. Hive ia Obeace: 

1850—Lewis Morris, age 30, b. in N. C. John ‘Ee 
age 18, b. in N. C., and Nancy (their mother), age 64, 
painoN, C. 

1850—Washington Morris, age 25, b. in N. C. Mar- 
garet, (his wife) age 28, b. Tenn. Children: Sara, age 
3; Nancy E., 1, born in Ala. 
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July 22, 1828, Shadrick bought 100 acres of land 
for the sum of $250.00 from Wm. Nickles, on the south 
fork of Double Creek, and on the north side of Yadkin 
River in Surry Co. 


According to the following letter he sold this land 
and his property and went to Ala. 


Rockford, N. C., Sept. 10, 1834 
My Dear Children 


An opportunity having offered, I give you a line 
which will no doubt be somewhat surprising to you as 
I am just making a great change in my affairs. I have 
sold my land and all my property and expeCtstomstaet 
with my family to Alabama about Thursday next. I 
want as many of you as can to come and see me as it 
will perhaps be our last chance of meeting that we shall 
ever have again and you are young and can come up 
better than I can come down to see you. 


To Henry Morris 
Moses Morris 
Isaac Morris 
Jesse Morris 
and families 


Your affectionate 
Father until death, 
Shadrick Morris 


The next account I have of Shadrick Morris is in a 
letter from his son Shadrick Morris, Jr., and dated Mar. 
11, 1838; and that he (Shadrick, Jr.) lived near Ash- 
ville, St. Clair Co., Ala. In this letter he mentioned a 
boy Shadrick, Sr., raised, named Thomas Morris. He 
also mentioned a Preston Morris. 


According to a letter from Shadrick Morris, Abies: 
dated Feb. 4, 1849, Shadrick Morris, Sr., died about Dee. 
1848, at Athens, Ala. 
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“SONS OF SHADRICK SR. AND ELIZABETH 
(SALLY HUTCHINGS) MORRIS” 


Shadrick Jr., born at Germantown, N. C., Dec. 24, 
1798, died near Ashville, Ala., about the first of Sept. 
1872. Shadrick married Eunice Gibson (dau. of Wm. 
Gibson) Dee. 17, 1818. Stokes Co. m. bonds. Eunice b. 
1802, d. within a week of Shadrick’s death 1872. 

Mar. 10, 1825 Shadrick Morris, Jr., deeded to David 
Young for the sum of $300.00 two tracts on lands onmethe 
waters of Blews Creek and Leek Creek containing 111 
acres and 120 poles; conveyed to Shadrick Morris by 
Wm. Gibson and recorded at Sept. term of court 1824. 
He moved to Ala. 1833. 

In order to make the connections plain and to pre- 
serve for future generations the members of this branch 
of the family, I am here recording letters of the sons of 
Shadrick Morris, Sr. Some in full, others the most 1m- 
portant parts. Part of them now in my possession. 


Alabama 
March the 11th. day 1838. 
St. Clair Co. 


Dear brothers and sisters, Its with much pleasure that 
I have set down to address a few lines to you to inform 
you that we are all well friends and connections lke- 
wise and we also send our best wishes that these few 
lines may find you all in good health. I received your 
letter yesterday dated the 10th. & 11th. December last, 
I also received the letter that you sent to father of the 
same date on Sunday last by the young man Thomas 
Morris who father raised, (This Thomas Allen Morris, 
married Eunice Caroline (dau. of Shadrick Morris, Jr.) 
Jan. 26, 1841; moved to Ash Grove, Ark. and later be- 
came probate judge of that county. Eunice died and 
he married her sister, Rebecca Morris). he came to my 
home sometime in January and has lived with me ever 
since only on this day two weeks ago he went over to 
fathers and returned this day a week ago and he brought 
the letter and the news that they were all well and that 
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Preston Morris was married. You stated in your letter 
to father that brother Henry was gone and that you 
had wrote to me the same day, so I now have all the 
letters before me which affords me a mountain of plea- 
sure to hear from you all at the same time and that you 
were all well. I must tell you that Penniah Adlin Mor- 
ris was married on the 8th. day of February last to a 
young man by the name of Bonson Goldbreath, a fine 
young man and they have gone to housekeeping, he has 
a good plantation and is well fixed, he is one of the 
most studist and soberest young man in the country, it 
was a match much to our satisfaction. I also will tell 
you that we had another son born on the 21st. day of 
February only weighed 91% Ibs. Though to be large, 
nothing to be compared with your daughter 14 lbs. We 
are going on very well, our children grows up as fast 
as weeds. The widow Sullivan has three girls grown 
and wishes to be remembered to the Sullivan families. 
The Jordons and their families are well, Sanders and 
Larry (Gibson) and his mother is all well. Corn is worth 
in this country 50 cents per bushel, pork from 6 to 7 
ets. lb., Bacon 1214, coffee 5 lbs. to the $1., sugar 6 to 
7, cows and calves $12 to $15. I am giving James Jor- 
don $20. per month and he boards himself. I expect I 
will be in Stokes some time in July or August, but I 
shall write to you again before I come so I want you to 
write to me and let me know what county in Tennessee 
Henry lives if you know for from the idea I draw is 
not more than 150 miles from me and about the same 
distance from Tuckers (Elijah Tucker who married Shad- 
rick’s sister) and Joshua Morris. If I can find out when 
I start to Stokes I will go by and see them for T still 
live in hopes that I will see you all again and many of 
my old acquaintances. When you write let me know 
what has become of old man Ned and Birtha Vanhoy 
and as many of the old settlers as you think I would be 
glad to hear from. I can tell you that I was re-elected 
as justice of the peace again on the first Monday in this 
month. I have had the honor to beat the field. twice in 
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succession. I believe I could be elected for almost any 
post that the people of this county could give. I re- 
eeived a letter from Mr. Jeremiah Gibson dated August 
the 15th. 1837 which was a great satisfaction to me to 
think he had not forgotten me. But was very sorry to 
hear that his negro man Alex. had killed Mr. Bittings 
Austin. It was a great misfortune as well as a great 
loss to both of them for Austin was a fine negro. I send 
this to all of you that is left behind. I was wonderfully 
pleased to see a letter from you and brother Isaac stat- 
ing that Jesse was doing very well. We are scattered 
far from each other, but we will all go ahead. We have 
not named our little son yet but shall call him Henry 
Lewis or name him for myself. I think my lttle Moses 
is the smartest in Alabama. Sister Betty says you must 
alter your two daughters names that you must call one 
Rebecca Jane and the other Mary Elizabeth and she 
wished to be remembered to all inquiring friends, she 
has joined the Baptist Church and was baptized in 
November last. I must come to a stopping place for I 
am very tired. When you write let me know what has 
become of the bound girl that (word left out) had when 
I left there. Give my respects to Salathiel Stone and 
family and will close, so I bid you all farewell for it is 
eetting bedtime and when this you see remember me. 
Moses Morris 

Isaac Morris Shadrick & Eunice Morris 
Jesse Morris and all the children 


This letter was post marked Ashville, Ala., and the 
postage was 25ce. 


Toeparct: December 7th. 1839. St. Clair Co., Ala. 
Said: He received your letter Dec. 2nd. dated 13th. 
October last; was sorry to hear that he (Moses) had 
lost his shop and that he had received an injury himself. 
Wheat is 65 to 70 cts. per bu. pork $4.00 hundred; every- 
thing is scarce. Money is remarkably scarce and hard 
to get; though I can say that I have made the most 
money I ever in the same length of time in keeping a 
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house of Entertainment and swaping horses. I received 
a letter from father a few days ago stating that they 
were all well and doing well. I also heard from my 
son-in-law Bonson Goldbreath and Adline, they live about 
200 miles from me in Miss. I have not seen Elbert Green 
since in May last, said he would be home Xmas. He 
was in Perry Co. about 100 miles from here. Our two 
little boys Moses and Henry Lewis is the finest chaps I 
ever had. Franklin came very near getting both legs 
broke, he was hauling wood when the steers took a 
fright threw him off the tongue and the front wheels 
run over both legs. I have not heard from brother 
Henry, Joshua, nor Elisha and Betty Tucker since you 
wrote to me about them. You stated in your letter that 
you thought if you come to this country brother Jesse 
would come also. People are generally well and healthy 
some ague and fever. Sister Betty is well and wishes 
to be remembered to all our old acquaintances. I would 
be glad to hear how old grandfather Huchings, the 
3ransons and the Vanhoys gets along. I wish you would 
tell me who Henry and Isaae Morris sold their land to 
and what has become of litthke Harmon Miller and who 
lives at my old place above Germantown, and what has 
become of all the Sullivans and Wm. Cox. When I get 
to thinking about all of my old friends and acquaint- 
ances that I left in Stokes it brings to my study some- 
times to think that the things and people that was my 
neighbors, I shall see no more and that we are all seat- 
tered at such a distance that we sure will never see each 
other again on earth. You must excuse me for not 
writing my letter in better form for my mind is running 
on so many things I can’t collect it together as I would 
wish to, but my nonsense will all be new to you, it’s now 
3 o'clock in the morning and I am sitting by the fire 
writing of this to you and all the rest of the family is 
fast asleep, so you know my mind has a full scope to 
run when I have Stokes Co. on my mind and all of my 
brothers and sisters to think about it renders me unfit 
to write a letter in form. I intend to see that part of 
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N. C. about next fall. I have the purtiest place where 
I live almost in Alabama on the roads leading from 
South and North Carolina-Virginia turnpike and Georgia, 
Tuscaloosa, Mississippi and Texas. I have heard from 
Kernes Cross Roads (Now Kernersville, N. C.) frequently 
by travelers that stay with me, they say they stayed. at 
Kerners in Stokes. Our merchants go that road when 
they are going to New York to lay in goods. I will 
now close my nonsense. So when this you see remember 
me all the Jordons, Sanders, Sullivans & Gibsons are all 
well and doing tolerable well. 

To Mose Morris 

& Cyntha Morris 


T remain your loving brother 
Shade Morris & 

Unice Morris 

and all the children. 


Sept. 22nd. 1844. Mt. Giles St. Clair Co., Alabama. 
In part: Elbert Green (Morris) is a small built man, 
weighs about 145 lb. and one of the best mechanics in 
the state. Wm. Franklin is a large built man and nearly 
as good a mechanic, weighs about 175 and cannot be 
thrown down, they are both working at the millright 
business. Isaac and Moses are not nearly so large, Lewis 
is a large stout boy and goes to school. Walter is slender 
like Green, John Shadrick is one of the greatest clatter 
boxes you ever seen, James our youngest is a large boy. 


I can get more wagon work than I can do. I have 
$40. for making a wagon woodwork, but can make more 
on repairing old wagons. He had not heard from his 
father for some time, nor Henry, Joshua nor sister Becca. 


I want you to give my best respects to Salatheal 
Stone (Stone was keeper of Columbian Inn at that time). 
He also mentions his daughters Elizabeth and Emily. 
That the post office is in sight of his home. He finished 
his letter Sept. 28th. by saying that Bonson Goldbreath 
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arrived that morning from Miss. And that Larry Gib- 
son got home on the 20th. day after he left your (Mose) 
house. 


To Moses Morris 
Isaac Morris 
Jesse Morris 
Your loving brother 
Shadrick Morris & 
Eunice Morris 


Sunday, August 27th. 1848 
Mt. Giles St. Clair Co. 


In part: That, he wanted his aunt Betty back. When 
I left North Carolina I was indebted considerably. I 
sent back by E. L. Gibson $117. and directed him to pay 
you and Rk. D. Golding and Nathaniel Moody which was 
$67. and the balance to Jeremiah Gibson which would 
have been $50. but he only paid Gibson $3. on what I 
was owing him and from my misfortune I am not able 
to pay him interest and principle. and on the back of 
that Richard Sullivan give his note to Jeremiah Gibson 
for $100. with about a dozen securities among whom was 
C. L. Banner and Wm. Cox and on the day before I 
was to start Banner and Cox threatened to stop me 
unless I gave them an endemnifying bond to see them 
paid in case they should have to pay any part of the 
note. which I done that I might come off in peace. I 
understand they paid about $11. apiece and the interest 
would double that sum. I am not able nor willing to 
pay every mans debts. If I was to come there and they 
all pounce upon me what satisfaction would I have. So 
I want you to appoint a time when you or some of you 
can or will meet me at Wythe or Abington in Virginia 
and bring Betsy that far. and I will meet you there 
on any time you set with a good two horse wagon. 
When you start tell them you are carrying Betsy as 
far as sister Beckeys I rather you would come as far as 
Abington any time from the 20th. of October to 20th. 
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of November will suit me. give my love to brother 
Isaac and Jesse and families. would like to see them all 
in the land of our nativity. Said: he saw Thomas Carr 
pass his house on the way to Stokes Co. he was son of 
older Thomas Carr. 
To Mose and Cyntha Morris 

From Shadrick and Eunice Morris 


October 7th. 1848 
In part: I am now in Benton Co. at BE. G. Morris. I 
received yours of the 22nd September last in October. 
I will say something about coming after Betsy, I want 
you to buy me a good wagon worth about $60. if it will 
bring her plunder and [ will pay you the money for it 
when I meet you. I want to meet you at the boat yard 
or at Abington on the 25th day of November next, I 
don’t want to leave home till the Presidents election 1s 
over, I want to give old Zack Taylor a vote. I shall start 
about the 10th November giving myself a plenty of time 
to meet at either place. Buy as light a wagon as you 
ean, bring one of your boys with you and. let him come 
home with me. larry Gibson will be out there some 
time this winter or spring. 
To Mose Morris 
Your loving brother & 
Shadrick Morris 
Eunice Gibson 


Sunday, February 4th, 1849. 

Mt. Giles, St. Clair Co., Alabama 
In part: I will say something about our getting home. 
We left you on Thursday and on Friday we landed at 
the boat yard and stayed there until Sunday morning 
then we let out for home and on the Sunday two weeks 
we landed safe at home soon in the morning and found 
all well. We had a fine time except rain and mud, we 
was 16 days traveling on the road after we left you. 
(The distance now by improved road is around 350 miles) 
we had no bad luck the horses worked fine. I sold the 
wagon for $65.00 I kept the bridle 1 pair hames and the 
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whip to remember you. The news about our fathers 
death is true as we received it the same way you did. 
Adlinne Goldbreath sent the same news to E. G. Morris 
(Shadrick Morris, Sr., must have died according to this 
letter the later part of the year 1848, as Mose Morris at 
Walkertown had received the news before Jan. 13, 1849. 
Mose had written Shadrick, Jr. on this date informing 
him of his father’s death. The date of his death perhaps 
occuring in Dec., 1848). Back to Shadrick, Jr’s. letter. 
That Betty is at Green Morris and will stay there two 
or three weeks more before she comes back to St. Clair 
Co. I was there a few days ago she told me I must tell 
you she was well satisfied since her return, sends love 
and. respects to all, her weight is 186 lbs. (I have been 
told by the old people that Betty who was sister of 
Shadrick, Jr., made a number of trips to and from 
Walkertown, N. C. to different points in Tenn. and Ala. 
some of the trips she walked most of the way). Shad- 
rick enquires who the constable and other officers of 
Stokes Co. are. (Shadrick was constable of Stokes Co. 
for a number of years before moving to Ala.). He sends 
his love and respects to brother Isaac and Jesse and 
their families. To Dr. Walker, Allen Stone and all in- 
quiring friends, that he expects to come to Stokes Co., 
in less than two years. 
To Mose Morris & family 

I still remember you brothers 

Your effectionate brother 

Shadrick Morris 
Sunday, May 6th, 1849 

Mt. Giles, St. Clair Co., Alabama 

In part: He mentioned the letters of Jan. 8th & 13. 
That on 4th & 25th of February he had sent a $10. bill 
on the Bank of Cape Fear that he had not heard if he 
had received the money, the winter had been very warm 
and people had lost a great deal of meat. That on the 
15th of April it snowed half the day and the next morn- 
ing was the largest frost I ever seen and a heavy frost 
for nearly a week. That it had killed most all the wheat, 
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corn, beans, potatoes and had killed all the leaves on 
the timber. That he and Arden Sanders had some wheat 
left that was on a south hillside. Betty is staying with 
Elbert Green (Morris). He had a letter from Frank 
(Franklin Morris). 
To Mose Morris (Walkertown, N. C.) 

When this you see remember 

brother Shadrick Morris 

Aug. 5th., 1862 


Mt. Giles, St. Clair Co., Alabama 


In part: That his (Shadrick Morris) son H. L. Morris 
was a Captain in the 25th. Regiment Alabama Volunteers 
and commanded his company through the two days at 
Shiloh, had one man killed and eight wounded and come 
out unhurt himself. He had been at home on sick furlough 
but had gone back to his command and has gone to 
Chattanooga, Tenn., where they will have another big 
fight soon. My son John 8. went to Va. June a year 
ago and was in all them big battles up to the evening 
of June 30th last when he got the middle finger of his 
right hand shot off and was knocked down by the burst- 
ing of a bomb. He is now at home on furlough and is 
eetting well fast, will be able to go back to Richmond 
soon. He talks of going back by way of your home. 
James lL. Morris volunteered and went into the army 
last March and was put on a forced march through the 
mud about 25 miles to be at the battle of Shiloh, and 
stood or laid in the rain all night and was taking the 
measles, caught cold and was unable for duty, he was 
discharged and started home, traveled two days and was 
not able to go any farther, he sent home for help, my 
son Moses went after him, got to where he was on the 
6th. of June and James died on the 8th and was buried 
on the 9th of June at Eutaw Green Co. Ala. (Hutaw 1S 
in west central Ala.). 

Almost all of the young men and a great many old 
men have gone to the war. We have some Union Torys 
in this Co. but our calvary are picking them up and 
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sending to headquarters and shooting some of them. I 
am in hopes our Southern Confederacy will soon whip 
the Yanks before long for this war has brought death, 
destruction and hard times upon us. Money is plentyful 
and everything that is to sell is high. We have almost 
lost seed of wheat and oats. 

My boys are making thousands of dollars by their 
mills in operation. Wood carding and shoe peg manu- 
facturing which turns out 8 bu. per day Iron works 
and foundry. There is a great demand for large kettles 
to make salt. KE. G. Morris has an order to make 500 
kettles now we will soon be able to make plenty of salt in 
this state. My boys now have an interest in the salt 
springs now going into operation. I want you all to 
stand by the South and when we whip out the abolu- 
tionest we will have a happy country again. Aunt Betty 
sends love and respects to all. I am Postmaster at Mt. 
Giles the mail arrives at my house 5 times a week, I 
am sending $10. on the Bank of Charleston, S. C. We 
will all have plenty and always will if the Yanks and 
Torys don’t burn us out. 

To Mose Morris and family 
Your loving’ brother 
Shadrick Morris 
Eunice Morris 


The last letter I found from Shadrick Morris, was 
a short time before his death which was in Sept. 1872. 
As follows: 
April 29th, 1872. Springfield, St. Clair Co., Ala. 
In part: Moses and Lewis married sisters (did not give 
name), and live at Jacksonville, Cherokee Co., Tex.; 
Elbert Green and. Isaae G., live in Morrisville, Chatham 
Co., Ala.; Joshua married 14th. Feb. last to a girl in 
Tex. by the name of Ella Ragsdale. Leary Gibson lives 
near me. That Unice and Walter have gone to Sunday 
School while he is writing this letter. 

Signed Shadrick Morris 
Eunice Morris 
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Shadrick Morris lived near Ashville, Ala., and mailed 
part of his letters at Ashville; Judging from the letter 
of Dec. 1839 I would place the location near the river 
and near the city of Gadsden, Ala. 

Part of a letter from Carrie Morris, to Reuben H. 
Morris, son of Isaac Morris. 

Morrisville, Ala. 
(Chatham Co.), Calhoun Co. 
May 15th., 1893 


She says: She is the daughter of E. G. Morris, brothers 
went to Tex., 1865 (this was Moses, Lewis and Joshua). 
That her brother is 73 years old today. She wanted. to 
know something about her Grandfather’s people. 
Signed, Carrie Morris 
Morrisville, Ala. 
Niaveelow loo 
Elbert G. Morris writes: That his father (Shadrick 
Morris, Jr.) was two years older than Moses. That his 
father and mother died Sept. ____, 1872, and that Aunt 
Betty died some ten or twelve years ago. Elbert Green 
was about thirteen years of age when they left Stokes 
Comes. c:, tor Ala. 
“LETTER AND LETTERHEAD” 

Elbert G. Morris Lewis J. Morris John H. Morris 
Salesman Sect. 
THE MORRIS MANUFACTURING CO. 
Suecessors to E. G. Morris & Sons 
Founders, Machinest & Mill Rights 
Mfr. of the Morris Turbine Water Wheels 
Pulleys, Shafting & Couplings 
Agent for the Medart Patent Pulley 
Morrisville, Ala. 

Mar. Ist. 1891 Morrisville, Ala. 

Calhoun Co. 
In part: I am nearly 71 yrs. old am the only one of 
my fathers boys that is living in Ala. There is three 
of them in Tex., Moses Dewitt, Henry Lewis, and Joshua. 
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Brother Isaac died in this County at his home Chocco- 
locco, 25 miles east of where I live, a little over two 
years ago. Wm. Frank (Franklin) his second son was 
murdered by a band of deserters and cut throats. Bro- 
ther John S. (Shadrick, 3rd.) was killed at Petersburg, 
Va., at the big blow up on the 30th. July, 1864. Brother 
James died during the war with measles. Brother Wal- 
ter died at my house about 7 yrs. ago. Aunt Betty died 
at her home at Morrisville about 9 yrs. ago. My father 
and mother both died about the first of Sept. 1872 within 
a week of each other. 
EK. G. Morris 





Dealer in 
Fine Imported and 
Domestic Liquors, Wines, 
Brandies, Cigars, Tobaccos 
Etc., Etc. 


Office of 
M. D. Morris 
Proprietor of the 


TWO BROTHERS 
SALOON 


Jacksonville, Tex. 189__ 


Elbert G. Morris, born May 15, 1820, married Helen 
Brown, 1846. that require my personal attention but if 
ever I get so I can I am going to visit you and spend 
a few weeks among you, tell uncle Isaac we all talk a 
great deal about him. We are all glad to know that 
his life has been spared so long and hope he will live 
to be at least 100 years old & that I may yet have the 
pleasure of seeing him. With best wishes and much love 
to you and all our kinfolks. I will close for the present, 
hoping to hear from you again and also from any of 
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them that will write to me. I will send you one of my 
pictures before long so that you can see if I look lke 
the N. C. Morriss’s, tell your brother Moses to write me. 
There are several girls named Addie among the Morris 
kin in this country, this letter is for all of you hoping 
this will find you all well. I am glad to subscribe myself. 


Your Cousin 
Moses D. Morris 


He was the son of Shadrick Morris, Jr., St. Clair Co., 
Ala. and the third page of his letter, others missing. 
He wrote a beautiful hand. 


“HENRY MORRIS” 


Son of Shadrick, Sr., and Elizabeth (Sallie Huch- 
ings) Morris. Henry Morris was born at Germantown, 
hi eee died: eb. 26, 1868 at Marshall City, 
Tenn. On Oct. 8, 1814, he married Mary Branson (Stokes 
Co. marriage bonds). 


In the year 1838 he with his family moved to Mar- 
shall City, Tenn. where he bought land and spent the 
remainder of his life. It has been my good fortune to 
find among the papers of Mose Morris deed. of Walker- 
town, N. C., letters from Henry Morris, Shadrick and 
Joshua Morris, brothers of Mose Morris. If you will 
carefully read them from brother to brother you will 
not only learn of our relatives of Tenn., Ala., Miss., Tex., 
Mo., and other states; but in those letters you will find 
that there was a brotherly love that time nor distance 
did not cause them to forget or neglect. 


In a letter dated Apr. 28, 1839, Henry Morris wrote 
his brother Mose asking him to come and go with him 
to Missouri, as he did not want to go by himself. He 
vives the names and weight of his children—Betty, 130, 
Jane, 163, Sarah, 142, Martha, 106, Tobitha, 97, Hay- 
wood, 78. Betty married a Fuller. That his Aunt Betty 
(widow of Henry Fry), lived about 20 miles from him. 
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Marshall City, Marshall Co., Tenn. 
April 25th. 1840 


Dear Brother 


It is with reluctance that I again take my pen in 
hand to inform you that through the blessings of the 
great arbritator of worlds we are all enjoying perfect 
good health at this time hoping that these few lines may 
find you all your family through the same divine agency 
in the same condition of health &e. 


I have written three or four times to you and John 
Gibson and have not received a single serap of a pen 
from either of you and can account for your supineness 
in writing in no other way and to come to the conclusion 
that my letters have either been uninteresting or that 
time and distance have affected all care and regard for 
us, but believe me sir that when I inform you that time 
and distance only produces a greater esteem and affec- 
tion for my relatives and friends and that nothing af- 
fords me more satisfaction than to hear from there very 
frequently &e. 

I can get more work than I can do, I have been 
thinking of leaving here but I do not think I could 
better myself. Sarah married about five weeks ago to 
a man by the name of McDaniel a man highly esteemed 
and of good parentage. The rest of the girls have beaus 
a plenty and I expect they will all marry off in Tenn. 
which will be another obsticle to my moving. 


Betsy Fulp (Sister of Henry) is still with me and 
says she too is getting in notion to marry as she has lost 
all affection for Dick (Fulp, from whom she parted), 
and would not live with him if he was to return. Her 
little daughter can run about anywhere and begins to 
jabber a little Irish Lingo &e. 

I wish you would inform me if brother Isaac has 
moved to Ind. and to what part. I will inform you that 
brother Joshua was to see me last winter and spent one 
night with me. He is living near Sparta, east Tenn., 
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White Co., about 80 miles from this. I have nothing 
more worth communicating at present but remain, 
Your affectionate brother and sister 


Henry & Mary Morris 
NB. John B. Cardwell wishes to be remembered to you 


and wishes you to inform him through the medium of a 
letter to me. Something respecting Wm. Golding and 


family &e. H. Morris 
To Mose Morris Columbian Inn, Stokes Co. 
February 8th., 1841 Marshall Co., Jenn: 


To Mose Morris, in part: That he had written to 
him and John Gibson twice without receiving an answer 
and was now writing his last time. That he had decided 
to stay where he was at and I have bought the place 
I live upon from Charles Hardison for which I am to 
eive him $1000.00 in annual payments (Viz) $300. im 
1841 at Christmas, $200. in 1842, $200. in 1843, $300. 
in 1844 all to be paid in cash notes or trade. The tract 
contains 72 acres with about 40 acres cleared the balance 
well timbered and every foot tenable. I have the first 
payment ready for him and if nothing happens I can 
pay him very easily as my work sells high and I can get 
Warenthan [| can do. Corn is 50¢ per barrell, wheat 
none flour $3.00 per barrell, cotton 7¢ per pound, tobacco 
$4.00 per hundred every other thing in proportion. 

I had intended to go before this time and see my 
father as he does not live more than 40 or 50 miles from 
me but it has turned out so that I could not make it 
convenient as yet, I have been to see aunt Betty Fry 
and cousin John, Henry and Michael (Fry) and they 
were all well when I saw them. I can get sugar and 
coffee very low. I took a load of meal to Nashville and 
bought my sugar 15 pounds for $1.00 and coffee 13 & 
15 pounds, Sold my meal 30¢ per bushel, salt 50¢ per 
bushel or $3.00 sack. We are enjoying good health a 
great deal of ague and fever. 

I have understood that grand-father Huchings is 
dead. How is Tandy Mathews old uncle Jerry Gibson. 
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W. Petters & Wm. Smith, Fredrick (Morris) and all the 
rest. Tell Wm. Golding that his uncle Hezekiah Davis 
is dead and that his uncle Robt. Winston & family are 
all well. Sarah was married last March the 25th. to a 
young gentleman by the name of McDaniel and Jane was 
married in July to a man by the name of Willet. Martha 
and. Tobithy are nearly grown. Henry Haywood weighs 
about 70 or 80 pounds. Betsy is still living with us and 
her little daughter has begin to talk plain. 

Henry and Mary Morris 

A letter written to Mose Morris, by Mary Morris 
from Marshall City, Tenn., Mar. 21, 1868 read in part: 
Henry died suddenly on the morning of Feb. 26th. last 
(1868) That he ate his breakfast on that morning and 
did not make any complaint, went to his shop as usual, 
and that soon afterward he was found between the house 
and shop, that they brought him in the house and laid 
him on the bed, and that he complained of pains in his 
breast and soon died. She also said: he left her a good 
home free of all debts, that she was staying with her 
son, and gave directions for her mail to be sent to Hardi- 
sons Mill, Maury Co., Tenn. The last two letters were 
in the possession of Betty Smith, Walkertown, N. C. 
Grand-daughter of Mose Morris. Henry wrote a beauti- 
ful hand. 

“JOSHUA MORRIS, SR.” 

Son of Shadrick, Sr. and his wife Elizabeth (Sallie) 
Huchings. Joshua was born near Germanton, N. C., died 
during Civil War in northwest Arkansas. He first went 
to Sparta, White Co., Tenn. when a very young man; 
running away from his brother’s home because he set 
the dogs on his brother Henry’s cat which they killed, 
and his brother had told him—“TIf he set the dogs on 
his (Henry) cat and they killed it he would whip him. 
Joshua and his brother Jesse after their mother’s death 
lived with their older brothers, Henry and Moses. Jos- 
hua married Eunice __.____, perhaps’ in Penneee 
next news from Joshua, was a letter to Mose Morris, 
from White Co., Tenn., dated Jan. 4, 1837. 
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In part: Joshua makes inquiry about his grand-father 
Huchings, and if he left him any money. He gives names 
of his children—John Jordan, Mary Barnett, Nancy 
Elizabeth, Rebecca Jane, and Martha Cotista. Signing 
his letter, Joshua and Eunice Morris. 

This letter in possession of Betty Morris Smith in 
1936. 

Courtesy Mrs. Nelle Morris Jenkins, Emelle, Ala. 

A letter from Joshua B. Morris, Bois D’ Arc, Missouri, 
in 1912 (Joshua B. was a grand-son of Joshua Sr.). 
Joshua, Sr. moved from Sparta, Tenn. to Arkansas, from 
there to Ash Grove, then back to northwest Arkansas, 
where he died during the Civil War. 


MOSE MORRIS 

Son of Shadrick, Sr. and Elizabeth (Sally) Morris. 
Mose married Cyntha Walker, Mar. 2, 1822. They lived 
and died at Walkertown, N. C., and I find the following 
record of Mose Morris: 
State of North Carolina. To Mose Morris. Greetings: 

We reposing special trust and confidence In your 
patriotism, Valor and Military Skill, do hereby appoint 
you a first Lieutenant in the 66th Regiment of North 
Carolina Militia, you having been recommended by the 
Field Officer of our County of Stokes and (After taking 
such oath or oaths as are necessary for your qualification ) 
you are hereby vested with the Authority and Command 
belonging to said office, then you may promptly and 
diligently perform the duties thereof, as prescribed by 
law and Military Discipline. In the discharge of which, 
all Officers and Soldiers under your command are re- 
quired to yield to you their ready obedience. 

In testimony, whereof, I, David L. Swain, Governor, 
&c. have caused the Great Seal of the State to be here- 
unto affixed, and signed the same at our city of Raleigh, 
on the 12th day of October in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-three and of the In- 
dependence of the United States the fifty-eighth. 
By the Governor, D. L. Swain 

W.R. Hill, Private Secretary. 
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“PRESLEY MORRIS, SR.” 


Son of Hammond, Sr. and Mary Morris. Presley 
Morris was born in Prince William Co., Virginia, Oct. 4, 
1775; died at Germanton, N. C. between Oct. 19, and the 
Dec. term of court 1815, in Stokes Co., N. C. He married 
Charity Huchings (dau. of John and Libby Huchings), 
about the first of the year 1799. Charity, born Dee. 2, 
1778, died 1828. Children: Fredrick, b. Nov. 22, 1799, 
d. July 10, 1875, (married Polly Horn July 19, 1818); 
Mary (Patsy), b. Oct. 1, 1802, d. Mar. 4, 1813; John, b. 
Aug. 4, 1804, d. Nov. 24, 1875 (married Polly Westmore- 
land); Patsy 2nd., b. Feb. 10, 1810 (married James 
Hudler) ; Sally, b. Sept. 14, 1812, d. Mar. 3, 1813; Presley, 
ler nite aaa beth seh ee ts , (married Nancy, daughter 
of Taylor Westmoreland, Sept. 29, 1836). Presley and 
Nancy, had one son John Strickland Morris; three 
daughters—Charity, Ellen and Jane. Presley was killed 
by a falling tree on Belews Creek. All of them were 
born at Germanton, Stokes Co., N. C. 

Presley Morris was brought to what was then Surry 
Co., N. C., by his father at the tender age of four years. 
His mother died when he was a young boy. He spent 
his life on the place where his father first settled when 
he came to N. C. The grim reaper of death called him 
in the prime of life at the age of forty vears. We have 
but little record of his early life. One has only to refer 
to his will for proof of his love and devotion to his 
family, and by this we are led to believe that he held 
this same love and friendship for his neighbors and all 
who were connected with him in family and business 
obligations. The bond of friendship, love and respect 
which his father held for him is proven in the fifth 
item of the will of Hammond Morris. On Mar. 5, 1800 
Hammond Morris, Sr., deeded to Presley Morris for five 
pounds a parcel of land lying on both sides of Red Bank 
Creek containing seventy five acres. Beginning at a 
white oak in old line running west across a branch 146 
poles to pointers; thence south with said line 72 poles 
to a post oak Shadrick Morris corner; thence with his 
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line east 8 degrees, south 150 poles to pointers in old 
line; thence north with said line to the first station, 
including the Presley Morris house and plantation. 
Recorded June term of court 1800, Stokes Co., N. C. 

Hammond Morris, Sr., spent the last days of his hfe 
n the home of Presley Morris. On Oct. 18, 1810 Ham- 
mond Morris deeded Presley, 54 acres of land on Red 
Bank Creek, for love and affection; and 12 acres ad- 
joining Presley, Isaac Dalton and others, being a part 
of a 200 acre tract granted to Hammond Morris, and 
registered in both Surry and Stokes Counties; at Dec. 
term of court 1810 by the oath of Isaae Dalton. 

Presley devoted his time to his farm and family. 
There is no record that he owed any debts at the time 
of his death. That he lived to avoid any danger of 
debts in the future being brought against his estate 1S 
proved by the following odd receipt and other personal 
papers. 
June 14, 1802. Received of Hammond Morris for Presley 
Morris. Two dollars in full of dues, debts and claims 
from the beginning of the world until the present morn- 
ing. Reed. by me, 

(Illegible, perhaps Self Nelson) 


Received of Presley Morris one penny in full of all debts, 
dues and demands according to the best of my knowl- 
edge. 

Sept. 28, 1812. Received by me. J. Gibson for R. Bitting. 


“WILL OF PRESLEY MORRIS” 


In The Name of God Amen: 

I, Presley Morris of Stokes Co., State of North Carolina. 
Being weak of body but of sound and perfect mind and 
memory, do this the 19, day of Oct. in the year of our 
Lord eighteen hundred and fifteen, make and ordain this 
to be my last will and testament in manner and in form 
following, that is to say. 

First: I will that all of my just debts and funeral char- 
ges be paid, by my executors out of my movable estate. 
Seeond: I will that my beloved wife possess and enjoy 
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my plantation whereon I now dwell, during her natural 
hfe and widowhood, and that she receive all prophets 
etc. arising therefrom during said term. And at her 
death, I will that said plantation be equally divided 
among all my children, males and females share alike. 
Third: I lend unto my beloved wife my negro girl 
named Harritt, during her natural life and widowhood, 
and at her death I will that slave and increase be equally 
divided between all my children share and share alike. 
Fourth: I give and bequeath unto my beloved wife, all 
my outstanding debts, all my cash in hand, my stock of 
all kinds, my wagon and gears, all my kitchen furniture, 
and farming utinsels, and all of my crop and grain of 
every kind and description. 
Hitth-[t"is"mry, wills and dewice that my wife should 
keep my children, and raise them in a decent and orderly 
manner, and give them common English education. 
Sixth: It is my wish and desire that my wife give each 
of my children as they shall severly come of age as much 
as she shall consider she can reasonably spare as not to 
impoverish her, and thereby deprive her of sufficient 
means of raising my small children. 
Seventh: I hereby nominate, constitute, and ordain my 
beloved wife executrix of this my last will and testament. 
In testament whereof I the said Presley Morris have 
hereunto set my hand and seal, date above. Signed 
sealed and delivered in presence of the subscribing wit- 
nesses who were present at the time of signing and seal- 
ing thereof. 
Signed Presley Morris 
Isaac Dalton by mark. 
Absolon Bostie 
Archibald Cambell 
Stokes Co. December term 1815. The execution of the 
last will and testament of Presley Morris deed. of which 
the foregoing is a true copy, was duly proven in open 
court by Archibald Cambell and ordered to be recorded. 
Robert Williams CG. C. 
By Thomas Armstrong Dept. C. 
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Charity Morris, left a widow with five children, one 
a baby in her arms. She lived about twelve years alter 
her husband’s death. She managed the estate well, paid 
all debts; gave her children a good education compared 
with those of her neighbors. She was an upright conse- 
erated Christian woman, the soul of honor, which in- 
fluenced her children to live honest Christian lives. She 
perhaps was buried beside her husband near Germanton ; 
‘f this is correct her grave has been plowed over and 
can never be located. Presley and his wife Charity’s 
estate was settled as follows: 
State of North Carolina, Stokes C. Pursuant to an order 
issued by the County Court of Stokes Co. aforesaid at 
last term. We the undersigned commissioners with the 
assistance of Charles Banner surveyor, did on the 18th. 
day of Mar., 1828, did make a division of the estate of 
Presley Morris and his wife Charity Morris deed. To-wit: 
Fredrick Morris, John Morris, Presley Morris a minor 
under lawful age (Solomon Petree Esq. Superintendant 
or guardian); Wm. Westmoreland, in right of his wite 
Charity, and Thomas Hudler in right of his wife Patsy. 
The said real estate consisting of two tracts of land, 
about 22614 acres in two tracts, lying on both sides of 
Red Bank Creek in the county aforesaid. We being first 
sworn to do equal justice in the petitions of the praisers, 
did divide assess and appropriate the same in the follow- 
ing manner and form to-wit. 
Lot number one: containing 42 acres, to John Morris, 
beginning at a white oak at north east corner of the 
original survey, running south 46 poles ete. Valued at 
$100.00. 
Lot number two: containing 3614 acres, to James Hudler 
and his wife Patsy. Valued at $100.00. 
Lot number three: containing 46 acres to Presley Morris, 
Ond., (a minor) including the house. Valued at $100.00. 
Lot four: containing 36 acres, to Fredrick Morris where 
he lives. Value $100.00. 
Lot five: containing 5414 acres to Wm. Westmoreland 
trustee to Charity. Value $100.00. Where he now lives, 
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and the said Westmoreland shall pay to the other four 
legatees so as to make dividends equal in value. 
Stokes Co. June term 1828. 


Jacob Solomon 
Wm. Cox 

Joshua Banner 
James Mathews 


Perhaps the sale of the property of Presley Morris 
and Charity Morris will interest the reader. First sale 
Apr, 4, 1828: 


Wm. Westmoreland To barrells $50 
Sa. Sa. * 2 Sa. 2... 30 
To’ l hoghead 34. 3 = 0 
To 1 tray other lumber _........ ae 75 
To 1 iron wedge & pot rack 96 
To'l°churn (2-20 Se 36 
To 1 table piggen & pot ............. at 
To dish pan and lead _............ 1.10 
John Morris coffee mill .......... 16 
John Morris 2 augers & 1 fish P19 2 20 
Solomon Petree Halter chain ..................... 3714 
Fredrick Morris drawing knife, 

2 Chisels & hammer etc. ......._... eee 09 
Shadrick Morris 2 axes _.._..._.. | ee OE 
Fredrick Morris auger & Clivis ae 50 
Wm. Lawrence 2 axes «..4.5.......... 1.00 
Fredrick Morris 2 hoes, 1 collar Do 1 plow =a an! 
C.. Banner 1 Bay mare ...... IRA h SR 
lary Gibson 1 Loom ........ a 4.00 
Wm. Westmoreland 1 yoe lamb ............... 1.50 
B.- Ellis!3 hogs’ 2. 2.224) AE, 
Wm. Westmoreland Pot & hooks ......... am 1.12% 
Tobitha Fry Washing tub & half Bushell _ 3 
Wm. Cox Cotton wheel...) 1.16 
dames Hudler 1 Tub 42.2... 0) ane 
Wm. Golding To one cary Plow ............. 01 
John Morris To grindstone .._....... an 40 


BPimemonetiartmon To mattock  ........-..:-cccecceccsce--st 40 


Peommenvorris. | Beé stand, .....-2..::.2.:2:-.2f5..0.dse scence 3.20 
Pommeswiviathews 1 Bee stand. .2...0....:....2:..sc-cc.-c..-2-0 yn 
John Morris 3 Bee gums & flax seed .................. “2 
Pm vnite. sre | tat stand <..22:..20.20elcla 10 
EEL Lass CIDA [ACU DROS 2 Ss oly a en ce 1.00 
Jacob Salmon stretchers & 2 hay forks .............. Lo 
feecick Vorris pre stretchers <22.:22-.---2-2....2...4: 38 
feemecetiudier clivis & briar’ hook .........:-..:.--2...-. 2014 
Hrearick Morris 1 bulltune & froe --..2......ic 2. OO 
\Wimeedartman 2 Pattaerrons & Basket ..........:... 37h 
Pameeowler cutting knife & Box ..2..-...02.:.... 1.00 
BEM OCG Smilss|) OCa Rte cio cat eS aT! 20 
iiemacesArmstrone 4 Bbs. corn @ 1.75 22:2... 7.40 
Pe Tomer LACK Clap ence tos ee he a lee 68 
Perm Davis Hlaxe- Wheel. 2.25. 3.28. 2.86 
Meso We mel OO Sa eee eer nee Ae tt) 1.79 
Mere meoalmonem rons Potts -LA2-22 see etd 2.80 
Remircerer \Vlorris=cow & calf Ats.:..tis-.2-2 tna: 7.29 
rire MEL UCHLeTumA CN CSte sey sc. fe ae cee 8. ett 40 
Pyromevviestmoreland 1 Reel o.cc.222---- sc cedeccsse-t: 76 
Houneetorris tub & Dried Hroot: -.................-<..4. 1.38714 
Dime vyestmoreland. saddle «...--2.:cscc::ccbceet-eenshs-.. Dt 
PimeieieuowlersTnb & Salt, 22.22.0222 eke. .66 
Wie Westmoreland Box & Bacon .............-...--.. 2.00 
Sie Porbiom len |e iO ik: ie ere ek ss A iseys hn 30) 
otwmvlorris: Wnives Works: 2:4:).:4:,ie tee 1.00 
Wm. Westmoreland 9 Spoons 3 Plates & Bacon... .921%4 
Peo wricwe isha wmblatesae oF wh oe het, 20 
mein ivew bow lac Nails ci. ece chee ecseneceet ee c09 
iPeubaekry set; Cups &% Saucers ©......................- 39 
meeatick Morris | Cup & Saucers: ......-:.--.--:..--- alt 
Brame estinoreland 8 Cheers. <.22-22-0----c---secceee- 1.385 
2 #4 dic NEADS AS as nee ee 3.10 
¥ Sheet & Coventerpens ...... 1.42 
This Bible now in possession of John Caudle family. 
James Hudler Counterpen & Bedstead .............. 1.60 
John White, Jr. Two pillow cases & towels ...... 82 
meee Uc cls s0t OL) COMM... fsa ee aye 
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James Hudler Bead Flax & Sheep skin ............ 4.15 
Second sale C. Morris property 5th. Apr. 1828 


F. Morris. Pareel of Fodder 2.72. eee 80 
i Hay & Shucks Reap Hook & Coverlead. 
2216 


Wm. Westmoreland 1 Bead 
v Mowing Sythe pr Sheepshears .7814 


John Morris Collar Hames & Basket ee 0 
Sythe Blade’ Reap Hook --.\222s 06 
Bead. Quilts 2.222 ae ee 6214 
Counterpen Hog Head & bottle .............. 1.20 
solomon. Petree’ Coverlead & Jug .2:)e 2.2514 
Marshall Fowler 2 Tubs & Small Table .............. 1.06 
Wm, Fowler Il Cupbords i... LOL 
Wm. Westmoreland 1 Large chest 2a 3.80 
John Morris Pocket Book)..2 > See OH 
Joseph Hudler Jooking Glass _......22.0 3 eee 22 
Solomon Petree Bead Stead & Beard Cord ...... .60 
John Morris pr Fire dogs 2. 2.50 
James Hudler.. Iron Shovel .........22.. eee Ae 
Joseph: Hudler’ 1. Geese: i... 2 eee 65 
Jesse Fry Negro girl named Harrett -._........0200 $315.51 


This Negro girl was sold by John Huchings to Pres- 
ley Morris for seventy five dollars in 1812. She was then 
about three years of age. 

Burial and other expenses were paid out of the 
estate. One item of interest is as follows— 

The estate of Charity Morris Deed. in account with, 
Andrew Bowman Dr. 1828, Feb. 14, 

To visit and medicine to self 1.50 


15, To same 2... 2 ee Pao 
16;°To same ....:.......33ee 1.50 
5.39 


The practice at that time was to bleed the patient. 
An item states he bled the patient on each trip to see 
Charity Morris. 
North Carolina, Stokes Co. 
This day came Andrew Bowman before me a Justice of 
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the peace for the County aforesaid and made oath in 
due form of law that the above account as stated is Just 
& True & owing Andrew Bowman 

Sworn & subscribed this the 8rd. day of Nov. 1828. 
before 


Paid June 10th. 1829 ain MGalein Al. 1k. 


According to this statement she must have been 
very sick on Feb. 14, 15, and 16, and perhaps died on 
iieslowor 17 of Feb., 1828. 

Burial and other expenses were paid out of the 
estate, amounting to $121.62, leaving a balance of $304.90 
from the sale of personal property; then there were 
debts and other items collected making the total amount 
$528.60; each child receiving $105.72 as his share of the 
estate of Presley and Charity Morris decd. 


“JOHN MORRIS & POLLY WESTMORELAND” 
See Vol. 1, page 28 


Their first child died in infaney. About five hundred 
feet southeast of the graveyard where Manuel Perrell 
and his wife are buried, there is a soapstone slab with 
this inseription—‘‘1824, Jon Morris, His child.” By this 
grave is another soapstone slab—‘“David Morris born 
Namen, 1327. Died Dec. 26, 1835” (Date in John 
Morris bible 1836). This graveyard is on the Perrell 
place near the creek north of the old John Morris place 
on Red Bank Creek, in Stokes Co., N. C. In the same 
plot is the grave of Sarah Westmoreland, a sister of the 
father of Polly Morris. 

John Morris, born and reared on Red Bank Creek, 
built a grist mill near his home. I visited this mill site 
on Aug. 12, 1934, with E. G. White who remembered 
when a part of the old buildings were standing. The 
sion of the dam and some of the old timbers were visible 
in 1934. About one half mile below this mill he built 
another dam and put up a saw mill, with an old fashioned 
up and. down saw, called a “sash-saw”. He would grind 
grain at the mill till the water run down, then he would 
go to the saw mill and saw lumber till the water run 
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down there, then back to his grist mill. In this way 
he doubled the power of the water. After coming to 
Virginia he built a grist mill on the creek south of the 
Bedford Snow home, on the head waters of Little Reed 
Island Creek. 

A story is told that a man was placed in the Stokes 
Co. jail at Germantown, N. C. This man set the jail 
on fire it being a wooden building, and it burned to the 
eround. Soon the rock foundation proved to be hme- 
stone, and upon investigation it was learned that the 
rock come from the old Morris place. John and his 
brother Fredrick Morris went to work building lime- 
kilns and burning lime, which soon became a profitable 
business. Large orders were soon being received from 
the surrounding towns. Some of these orders I now have 
in my possession. 


Mr. John F. Donnell will inquire at salem for the 
lime-kiln one mile from Germantown and get fifty bushels 
of lime for James McLean. P.S. Enquire at Esq. Chitty 
for the gentleman as I do not recollect his name. 

James McLean. 

This was perhaps his first order. 


Greensboro, N. C. 
Apr. 23, 1839; 

I received your lime-kiln by Mr. John F. Donnell 
60 bushel for which he gave you $12.00 Now I want 
240 bushel, if you can let me have it all for $54.00 as 
I can get it for that amt. I will pay you as I get the 
lime away if you agree to let me have it: and I will send 
for it every chance I get during the spring & summer. 

Your respectfully, James McLean 


Friend John Morris 
I have sent you by Mr. Samuel Loyd $18.44 worth 
of shoes the price is on each pair, you can keep them 
all or pick out what you want and send me the amount 
you keep and forward the balance by Mr. Loyd. Give 
Mr. Loyd a load of lime and send the amount and oblige. 
Yours James A. McLean 
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Rockingham County, North Carolina Aug. 21, 18??: 
Sir after having tried one load of your lime from your 
kill and being very well pleased with it I now send my 
boy for another load as you stated in your letter that I 
should have this load for eight dollars we expect to use 
a good amount of lime and if you will let us have it at 
that price. Please dispatch the boy as quick as possible 


and oblige ete. Joseph Young 

Mr. John Morris Apr. 2nd. 1841 
Sir Please send by the bearer Nathan about 10 

bushels of lime and oblige Robert Walker 


NB Your saddle will be done in a few days 


He also sold lumber from his mill. The following 
is a fair sample of the timbers they used at that time. 
Corner 4 pieces 16 feet long 12 x 12 
Studs 24 pieces 8 feet long 4x 6 
Studs 90 pieces 8 feet long 38x 4 
Braces 8 pieces 12 feet long 4x 6 
Joist & Sleepers 32 pieces 12 feet long 3 x 8 
Joist 12 pieces 13 feet long 4x 6 
4 pieces 26 feet long 4x 6 
2 pieces 12 feet long 18 x 8 
2 pieces 26 feet long 8x 8 
1700 feet weatherboarding 
800 feet flooring C. H. Nelson 


Mr. John Morris 

Sir I have been looking for you for some time. I 
wish you to saw and kiln dry 900 (i.e. nine hundred feet 
plank 14 feet long & three hundred feet 11 feet long— 
all five quarters thick, wide, that is not quarters. I 
must have them by third week of February at furtherest. 
I have a much larger bill for you, but for the first only 
saw these—would be glad to see you soon. 
Salem Jany 13, 1840 Yours F. Fries 
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LETTERS FROM A. E. BANNER TO JOHN MORRIS 


Carroll Co. Va. Jan 2nd 1845. 
Mr. John Morris 

Dear Sir I received ye letter stating that you 
wished to rent or make a exchange with me I have 
about 80 akers of land clered tha ar four hundred akers 
in the tract I am tollerable well acquainted with ye 
land and if you want to see mine you had best oup as 
IT cant come down for my wife is on well and has been 
for twelve monts Which I have to carry her to a warm 
climate diseasease— 
I have had seval offers for my land I shall not rent till 


you come oup Yours Tr A. E. Banner 
Carroll Court House Va. July 28th. 1845 
Dear Sir; 


I have just received a few lines from you dated the 
14th of July 1845. enquiring wether there be any lein 
or claim on the lands of Anthony KE. Banner. In reply 
I can inform you that there is no lean or deed of trust 
on the lands of Mr. Banner in my office. The lands 
which he purchased of O,Neal has been conveyed to him 
by O,Neal. I suppose O,Neals title was good having 
never heard anything to the contrary. The Cloud tract 
of land was purchased by Banner at a commissioners 
sale, at the price of $75.00 for which he executed notes, 
payable in one and two years, there has been a suit 
brought in the court of this County, and for which there 
will proably be a judgment at our next court, which 
will be on mondy next. 

The second note will fall due on the 8th day of 
January next. There has been no conveyance of the 
Cloud tract of land to Banner as yet. It was sold under 
a decree of the County Courts of Carroll County. by a 
commissioner appointed for the purpose of a credit of 
one and two years, and it is possible that the rights will 
not be made until the purchase money has all been paid, 
but of this I cannot say to a certainty. You say that 
Mr. Banner informed you that part of the purchased 
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money for the Cloud tract of land was oweing yet. 
There has been nothing paid but a commission of 5 
percent on $75.00 et the amount of sale and $1.50 et 
which was required by the terms of the sale to be paid 
down. 

Yours respectfully William Linsey 


The land refered to was recently owned by R. S. 
Harris. 


After the deal with Anthony Banner in the later 
part of the year 1845, John Morris sold his property on 
Red Bank Creek and with his family moved to Carroll 
Co., Va. He settled at the top of the Blue Ridge Moun- 
tain, at the summit of the Good Spur Road. 

His main reason for leaving Stokes Co., N. C., was 
to get to a higher altitude. He had lost two children 
prior to this time with malaria fever which had taken 
the lives of many children in and around Germantown, 
N. C. There was a difference of about twenty five 
hundred feet in the altitude on Red Bank Creek and 
this part of the Blue Ridge Mountain. 

John Morris also purchased a 500 acre tract of the 
land known as the Anderson Survey, and a part of the 
Cloud and Hale property. In 1874 he paid taxes on 
176714 acres of land and the amount paid was $22.63. 

The old John Morris house at the top of the moun- 
tain on the west side of the Good Spur Road; on a spur 
that jutted out toward the low lands of N. C., being on 
the head waters of Little Reed Island, Paul and Garners 
(first called Buckhorn) Creeks. The last named having 
its source at the spring from which they used water. 
He could not have chosen a better view of the lands of 
his boyhood days than at this point; and I ean picture 
in my imagination seeing him with his family walk 
out on the crest of the mountain, looking out across the 
fertile valley that lay at the foot of the Blue Ridge 
Mountain and watch the sun disappear from the many 
little hills which surrounded his former home which lay 
in the valley of Red Bank Creek and hidden from view 
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by the many little hills, surrounded by the homes of 
those who were near and dear to them. And I can pic- 
ture as the darkness falls over the earth, and as their 
feet fall softly on the earth as they turn back to their 
home that I can see a tear fall from their cheeks, that 
I can hear a softly murmured prayer for those loved 
ones whom they felt were so far away. 


The home of John Morris was a place where the 
weary traveler could rest overnight. It was a double 
log house two story high, with stair steps running up 
between the two log buildings. The rooms were about 
twenty feet square. He later built a frame building at 
the end of one of the log buildings. A porch ran the 
full leneth of the building with doors facing eastward, 
and also to the west. I can remember the old tumbled 
down buildings with their roofs still im-tact. An extra 
large barn stood near the house and other out buildings 
which have long since tumbled down and the sign of 
them are no longer visible. 

Half-way down the mountain toward Pauls Creek, 
is the one time famous cave called the “Devil’s Den”, 
with its great boulders of rock as if some explosion had 
at some time lifted them high above the earth, and then 
to have let them fall in such a manner as to form great 
caverns in the earth. 

At the crest of this mountain a drop of water may 
be divided and one part flowing into the Atlantic Ocean, 
while the other part finds its way into the Gulf of 
Mexico. Just a fraction of an inch makes thousands of 
miles difference in the destination of one drop of water. 
And as one drop of water was divided on this spot of 
eround, so the separation of John Morris and family 
from his brothers and sisters have made a difference in 
the dwelling place of this family which 1s impossible to 
locate. 


During the Civil War, John Morris sold to a man 
by the name of Hale, three Negro slaves. (The only 
slaves I have found any record of his selling). I have 
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been told that the slaves agreed to the sale. He took a 
part in land, the balance in notes. Hale refused to pay 
the balance due. At a term of court held at Millsville, 
Virginia, Sept. 7, 1872 the Court rendered judgment 
against Hale, and same was paid to attorney. 


Newbern, Va. 
July 2nd., 1873 
John Morris: 
Dear Sir. 

Mr. Hale paid me the amount of your judgment 
against him deducting the interest from this date to the 
6th. of Nov. next which left a balance of $2,194.80. 

The money was in checks of $1000.00 each which T 
could not get cashed here and which Mr. Hale informed 
me would not suit your purposes. I will send or take 
them to Richmond, get the money on them and return 
to you at the Circuit Court which comes of the second 
Monday in August. I took the checks because the bal- 
ance of the $3000.00 after paying your debt was coming 
to me on another debt of Mr. Hale and could only manage 
it by taking the checks, and I thought it would be an 
accommodation to you £6 secure the money as soon as 
you could and before it was used in some other way. 

Yours Very Truly 
James A. Walker 
Statement of debt in case of Morris vs. Hale. 
Amount of twelve months bond due 6 mo. $2229.80 
Deduct int. from 22nd. July to 6th. Nov. $ 35.00 
Deduct note to Barkwell (?) & Walker 100.00 


Deduct confirming to same 50.00 
Deduct Shelton & Tomkins fee 200.00 
Balance paid in money 1844.80 
$9999 80 

$2229.80 


John Morris bought one of the slaves from Peter 
Tuttle, about the time he left N. C., and the foregoing 
is the Dill of sale. 
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Know all Men by these Presents, that I, Peter Tuttle of 
the County of Stokes in the State of North Carolina for 
and in consideration of the sum of one hundred and 
seventy five dollars to me in hand paid by John Morris, 
the receipt where-of is hereby acknowledged have sold 
and delivered to the said John Morris his heirs and 
assigns forever, a certain boy slave named Jerry, aged 
about three years: to have and to hold unto the said 
John Morris his heirs and assigns forever, In witness 
where-of I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my 
seal this 138th. day of Dec. A.D. 1849. 


Witness : Peter Tuttle (Seal) 
Wm. W. Cole 


I have heard my father and others say, that John 
Morris told the three slaves that if they ever came back 
they had a home with him. After the Civil War Jerry 
and one of the other slaves came back and lived with 
the family until their death. 


John Morris after coming to Virginia operated a 
tourist home, or hotel as they were known at that time. 
Horses were also changed there on mail and stage coach 
routes. He had a wood and blacksmith shop and did 
all kinds of repair work. He made wagons and bug@ies 
and sold them; from his diary or ledger I copied the 
following: 


31, July, 1857, started with two wagons and one buggy 
to Franklin Co. (Va.). Sold one to James Barber for 
$70.00 at Rocky Mount and one at Southhill, 15 miles 
down the Lynchburg road for $70.00 and the buggy to 
Adkins for $62.50; ten days on the road; Expense $5.67. 
28th. Jan. 1858, started with two wagons to Franklin, 
sold to Joseph Medden $70.00 each, half in leather. Ex- 
pense $5.47. 


29th. April 1858, started with two wagons to Franklin, 
sold Joseph Medden $70.00 each taken half in leather. 
Expense $4.06. 
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2nd. Sept. 1858, started with two wagons to Franklin, 
sold to Wm. Davis at Rocky Mount for $75.00 each. 
14th. Oct. 1858, started to Franklin with one wagon & 
taken one from Jacksonville (now Floyd Court House) 
and left both at Franklin court house with I. CG. Hueher- 
son to sell. 
In a settlement with Abner (J.) Dean (son of Hyman & 
Nancy Dean. And married Rhoda Lundy), dated Oct. 
25, 1858, John Morris gives Abner 1% of all raised on 
Dean place except the spring field he gives 4 and half 
in both shops. This place was bought by John Morris 
from Abner Dean and wife Rhoda, containing 188 acres 
for $800.00 on Sept. 19, 1857. Carroll Co. Records, Book 
6 page 183. The location of the Dean shop must have 
been a short distance south of the home of the late 
S. L. Morris, deed., as there was sign of coal pits and 
old buildings, one a wood shop nearby that my uncle 
Frank Morris worked in that I can remember. 

This chapter would not be complete without adding 
a few words of praise for the loving and devoted wife 
of John Morris. She was the daughter of the Rev. David 
and Rebecca Bynum Westmoreland. Reared by loving, 
loyal Christian parents, she could only be called the best 
companion, the dearest and tenderest mother, a devoted 
friend to her neighbors. She was always ready to visit 
the sick and to aid those in need. She also assisted her 
husband in the ritual of the burial of the dead, ready 
to aid and console the bereaved. Judge D. W. Bolen 
eulogized her in a poem, but could not find words to 
vive her the praise due her. 


John Morris and his wife were buried in the “MOR- 
RIS CEMETERY” in sight of where they spent their 
last days after coming to Virginia, surrounded by a large 
number of their descendants, husbands and wives of 
those who married into the family. 


In a deed from D. W. Bolen dated July the 21, 1890, 
to Rk. 8. Harris; this being a part of the John Morris 
place is the following stipulation: “It is understood that 
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the MORRIS family and their families and friends may 
occupy so much land at the graveyard as they may de- 
sire for a burying ground, and may fence and improve 
the same as they desire for the said purpose, not to ex- 
ceed in quantity of one acre”. 


Deed book 19, page 479, 
Carroll County Clerks Office. 


Ser Yeu Ow il CURES 


Hight generations of Morris family. Seven in a direct 
line, Elizabeth being an aunt of John Morris, Sr. 


1 Elizabeth Morris, See Vol. 3, page 263. 


2 John Morris, Sr. See Vol. 1, page 28 and Vol. 3, page 
268. 


3 John Morris, Jr. b. Dec. 24, 1833 at Germantown, 
Stokes Co., N. C., d. at Sylvatus, Va. May 26, 1914. On 
Mar. 16, 1854 he married Rhoda Branscome, b. Dee. 22, 
1828, d. Dec. 22, 1922. They were married at the home 
of Pink Raleigh on Rt. 52 near Va. and N. C. state line. 
J. E. B. Stuart who was driving a stage coach at that 
time was a witness to their marriage. Page 269. 


4 8. L. Morris b. Mar. 3, 1855 at Motly Hill, south of 
Hillsville, Va., d. Dec. 4, 1947 at Fancy Gap, Va. See 
Vol. 3, page 270. His wife Laura Frances Billings. 


5 W. R. Morris, see Vol. 1, page 48, Vol. 3, page 271. 


6 Ross W. Morris b. Fancy Gap, Va., Feb. 26, 1906. 
Now owner and operator of “MORRIS GARAGE” on 
Rt. lla, three miles east of Dublin Va., between Radford 
and Pulaski City. Page 272. 


7 W. Verlin Morris b. Apr. 3, 1929 at Fancy Gap, Va., 
mechanic and carpenter. Page 273. 


Ta Dallas R. Morris (Son of Ross W.), b. Dee. 15, 1930. 
With U. S. Air Force since 1947. Page 273. 


8 W. Randy Morris, b. June 5, 1956, Mark Morris, b. 
Oct. 7, 1957, and their first cousin. Page 276 


8a Wm. Michael Stump, b. Nov. 6, 1956. Page 274. 
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Ross W. Morris, plowing when a boy on “FOGGY CAMP 
FARM”, with Buck and Brindle. 

FORTY YEARS LATER 









“MORRIS GARAGH” 
Automatic Transmission Service and Repair Our 
Specialty 
All Kinds of Auto Repairs and Overhauling 
Telephone—Res. Dublin—Or—4-3432 
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PRINTED BY WRITTEN PERMISSION OF DR. 
DAVID W. BOLEN, GALAX, VA. (Et al.) OWNER OF 
WRITTEN COPIES OF WRITINGS PRESUMED TO 
BE THOSE OF JUDGE D. W. BOLEN, DECD. LATE 
OPereNCY GAP, VA. 


THE LOST SOLDIER BOY 


A mossy house wall with the roof caving in 

Which many decades turned the wind and the rain, 
Stands lonely to-day mid some old fruit trees 

By pioneers planted in the good. old days. 





And just down a slope a rill rushes forth, 

With waters as pure as e’re gushed from the earth, 
And straight from the rill to the mossy old wall, 
A dim old path marks many a footfall. 





Along the old path happy children have played, 

And on the green swards loving couples have strayed, 
For lovers came here a wooing the fair, 

And marriage bells followed and mellowed the air. 





The thunders of war in the spring of sixty-one 
Called from that home the first born son, 

And the three next born ere the summer was past, 
With guns in their hands were facing the blast, 





The fifth born son—Tommie by name, 

A lad of fifteen with the parents remained. 

But the year sixty three came on in its train 

And the fields of the South were thick with the slain, 





And red with the blood which heroes had spilled, 
And another call came for the ranks to be filled. 

In response to this call young Tommie marched forth, 
To meet the invaders who came from the north; 
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But no tears never fell like the tears now fell, 

When Tommie’s young feet now crossed the old door sill; 
Of the ten children born and reared in that home, 
Tommie’s heart seemed inclined least to roam. 

His mother said Tommie was such a dear boy, 

His temper so sweet and his life such a joy, 

And the war too, she said, had reached such a fury, 
Its battles so fierce and its fields all so gory, 





Was no place for Tommie, that his dear young life 
Should never be joined in that bloody strife. 

She said that her Tommie was like her dear father 
Who many long years ago stood up in God’s altar 





And preached to the world the Crucified One, 

Who came to the world to save the undone. 

She thought too, that Tommie one day would preach, 
Hold up the cross and dying men teach, 





The way to that world in the bright blue skies, 
There sin never comes and good never dies. 
When Tommie was gone no week ever passed, 
But a letter came back to the mother addressed, 





And the lines of the letter were lovingly scanned, 
For they had been written by Tommie’s dear hand. 
He wrote of his home, of the scenes of the war, 

Of the marches, the battles, the camps and the fare; 





And he wrote cheery things for the time yet to come, 
When all should return to the old hearthstone, 
Re-form the old circle around the red blaze 

That glowed twixt the jams of the old fire-place. 





In language as soft as the tenderest dawn 

He wrote to his mother, that each night and morn 
The prayers she had taught him in that old home 
Went up from his soul to God’s white throne. 
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But August came on in the year sixty-four, 

And letters came home from Tommie no more, 
For the boy was lost in the mad rush of battle, 
In a calvary charge, in its smoke and its rattle; 





But wherever he fell, and slept when he fell, 
Or a captive became, no one could tell. 
Inquiries went out on every tract, 

But tidings of Tommie never came back; 





The mother heard all and in anguish of life, 
Said “Tommie is dead or I know he would write.” 
The months rolled on to the spring sixty-five, 
And the other four sons came home alive. 





The first had been maimed by a piece of rude shell, 
The second bore sears from bloody Gaines’ Mill. 

The third was wounded when he covered Lee’s rear, 
The fourth in a prison had languished for a year; 





But home they all came from war’s fierce fields, 
And kisses of love the mother’s lps sealed. 

And now amid emotions of wild grief and joy, 
The mother would pray for her fifth-born boy. 





Maybe from wounds he long had lain, 
And the hand of the Lord would heal him again; 
Maybe from the prisons dark walls he would come, 
And gladden again the dear old home. 





So reasoned the mother, or rather so hoped, 

For hope is oft bright, when reason ne’er groped, 
But hoping and hoping, and hoping alone, 

Her reason now quailed and fell from its throne. 





And many a week through all the day, 

Down the lane her eyes would stray, 

Where the pride of her soul had marched away, 
So young and brave in his suit of gray. 
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And many a night when balmy sleep 
Enwrapped the earth in silence deep, 
She seemed to hear at the latch string 
A touch which made her soul unspring, 


And rising forth with spirit wild, 

She spoke the name of her missing child. 

Did the watch dog bark at the midnight hour, 
As storms and clouds around him glower? 


No storm so wild but down the lane, 
She flew to her boy again. 

And as she flew her lips would say, 

Oh, Tommie, my boy, come home to stay! 


The awful war has passed away; 

Oh, come, my boy, do not delay! 
Backward then her feet would turn 
As lightning seemed the skies to burn, 


And darkness quick and black as doom 
Was mellowed by the thunder’s boom. 
Prostrate at last the mother lay, 

And fever seized her for its prey; 


She lingered long on the bounds of death, 
And life seemed gone with every breath. 
Her friends and children ’round her stood, 
And poured their tears in a very flood, 
That fever now should east its dart, 

At one so sick of a broken heart. 

But nursing soft as love can do, 

And prayers that pierced the azure blue, 


By slow degrees brought health again 
And vigor to her feeble frame. 

And when she spoke her mind was sane, 
Her eyes ne’er wandered down the lane; 
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She blessed them, all around her cot, 
But Tommie’s name she mentioned not. 
She yielded all to Him above, 

Who guides His children with His love; 





Who feeds the ravens when they cry, 
Directs the comets as they fly, 

And holds the sun in his great road, 
Around the universe of God. 

And now it seemed that she anew 

Began in all that’s good and true. 

To mercy’s work her life was given; 

Her walk was like one come from Heaven. 





Where’er distress did cast its pall, 

Or sorrow brood o’er great or small 
She swiftly ran to bring good cheer, 
And comfort spoke in the dying ear. 





And grand babies now as the years roll on, 
In bevies would come to the dear old home, 
And prattle and coo at Grandma’s knee 

In innocence sweet and merriful glee. 





She told them stories of when she was young, 
And roamed o’er the fields a child of sweet song, 
To gaze at the birds and gather the flowers 
Which nature bestows in manifold bowers. 





And then she would talk of life later on, 

When childhood has passed and stern duties come, 
How feeble the strength herself could afford, 
But victory was won in the strength of the Lord. 





One little grandson with a bright loving heart, 
Of Grandma’s love had a Benjamon’s part, 

For he clung to her neck more fondly than all, 
While showers of kisses on him would fall, 
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As she stroked his locks and sighed oft sore; 
He seemed so like a boy of yore. 

Thus on her life passed to the year eighty-four, 
When the angel of death tapped at her door, 





Her house was in order, she awaited the time, 

That would change her abode to the heavenly clime. 
She entered death’s river without any fear, 
Exclaiming, “That voice I hear, I hear;” 





In the midst of the river exultant with joy, 

She shouted, “Oh, Tommie, my boy, my boy!” 

“Tis said that in death the mind will revert 

To the scenes the most thrilling that in life have occurred, 





“Head of the army”, Napoleon cried, 
And closed his eyes and wildly died. 
Our own great Lee in deaths cold chill, 
Loudly ealled for A. P. Hill, 





And Stonewall sighed, in deaths last breeze, 

For the shield of the river and the shade of the trees. 
It may be the mother in death’s last pain, 

Returned to the time of her sorrows again; 





To the long, long days she looked down the lane, 
For the dear lost boy to come home again. 
More pleasing the thought religion has given, 
More pleasing the thought inspired of heaven, 





That the good woman caught from the midst of the 
Stream, 

Across the dark waters one rapturous gleam. 

Of an escort waiting to welcome her home, 

There God doth abide on His own white throne, 





An escort awaiting in radiant joy, 

Was Tommie, her Tommie, her long lost boy. 
Sure it must be in the heaven above, 

Where souls are aglow with heavenly love, 
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That a boy so loving, so brave and good, 
Who gave to his kind his life and his blood. 
Would leave the bright shining skies, 
Where seraph’s wings forever flies, 





To meet his mother on death’s shores, 
And see her through that darksome door, 
Into the land of heavenly spearse, 
Where God shall wipe away all tears. 





When eleven long years had taken their round 

Since the good woman’s flesh had slept in the ground, 
The grandson she had loved so dear, 

In a soldier’s home, sat down to hear 





Those war scarred veterans talk of wars, 
And gaze upon their curious scars, 

And there he learned of Tommie’s fate, 
How he had died last in retreat. 





When grim old Early from campaigns great, 
Turned his face and sought retreat, 

And war dogs came from far and near 

To fall upon his bleeding rear, 





Young Tommie joined in fierce attack 
To hurl the invading columns back. 
With a six shooter for each hand, 

He joined in fight the invading band, 





“Twas when that fateful charge was o’er, 
That tidings of him went home no more. 
For leaden balls his flesh did plough, 
And sabre hacks fell on his brow, 





And he was left upon the ground, 

With bleeding Federals piled around. 
Twelve smoking pistol chambers told 
How fierce his work was, and how bold, 
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The hfe blood from his heart yet run, 
While smoke was oozing from his guns. 
His bones now whiten that great field, 
Where he could die, but would not yield 





One inch of ground to the stern foe, 
Which sought his country’s overthrow. 
On the rounding top of a grassy knoll, 

A furlong away from the mossy old wall, 





The mothers grave still green is kept, 
For it that land of dells and hills, 

Of babbling brooks and sparkling rills, 
And around it many an eye has wept. 





Where patriots souls the good enshrine; 
A boon they have of right divine. 

Each soul doth know her story well, 
And often, often do they tell 





The boys and girls about her life, 

In erace so rich, in love so rife. 

And children oft at close of day, 

As the wood fire crackles and crackles away, 





A story beg before they sleep, 

And then sit down in silence deep. 
While mothers tell of the boy so dear, 
Of the waving curls in his flaxen hair, 





Of his bright blue eyes and face so fair, 

And how his laugh rane on the air. 

How grand he looked when he marched away 
From the mossy old home on that May day; 





How he marched and fought for our own land, 
And the sweet letters he had penned. 

That he had stood in battles shock, 

As firm as Adamantean rock (Ad-a-man-tean rock), 
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Till on that frightful field of gore, 

He had gone down to rise no more. 

How his mother grieved till reason reeled, 
And then by the hand of the Lord was healed, 





How since her death her grave’s been strewn 
With flowers from garden, bower and. lawn. 
But that far off on that dire field, 

Where the son his life and blood did yield, 





Disintegrated (Dis-en-te-grated) long ago 
His body back to earth did go. 

That o’er his dust no flowers been strewn, 
But that dame nature there has grown, 





The wild field daisies in profuse, 

Of rich perfume and glorious hues. 
That any spot so dear to heaven, 
Where a hero’s blood for man was given, 





The sweet wild flowers hold in trust, 

And feed their hues on hero’s dust. 

Thus taught and trained our mountain youth, 
Will ever fight for glorious truth, 





At every sound of country’s call, 

They’ll go though every one shall fall. 
Like him who captured Paulus hook, 

And from the Brits their stronghold took, 





Whose dust now sleeps down by the sea, 
Bequeathed to earth great Robt. Lee. 
Our mountaineers of Campbells lines, 
Who died among King’s Mountain’s pines, 





And those who fell at Monmouth’s gorge 
At Stony Point and Valley Forge; 

A progeny bequeathed. to earth, 

Of stainless blood and matchless worth. 
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That Progeny in sixty-one, 

And on till that great war was done, 
Bestowed its blood on fields afar, 

On all the rugged scenes of war. 





At Gettysburg of Keystone state, 

And Vicksburg, too, so frought with fate; 
At Shiloh, where great Johnson fell, 

And Donolson, ‘neath shot and shell. 





At Chickamaga, and Corinth, 

Where blood was poured out without stint, 
Anteitam, in our Maryland, 

Where Southerners made their bloody stand; 





At Chancellors, and the Wilderness, 
Cold Harbor, and Manassas twice, 
Around old Richmond seven days, 
In all their curious winding ways; 





At Drewry’s Bluff by thunder riven, 
Where Butler from his works was driven; 
At Fredrickstown, and in the valley, 
Where’er brave men were called to rally. 





From Petersburg to Appomat, 

In every skirmish fight and spat, 

Our mountain men have gone to death 
Fighting to the latest breath. 





From this disgression far too long, 
IT turn and here conclude my song. 
To deep, unselfish, deathless love, 
Which Anglo-Saxon mothers prove, 





Ascribe, oh muse, all deeds of good 
Which men perform on this life’s road. 
To her, who first kissed our lips, 

To her, who watched our infant steps, 
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To her, who sang our eyes to sleep, 
And told us how God would keep, 
Good children through the night, 

And open their eyes at next day light. 





To her, who first taught our mind 
The nobler paths of life to find; 
To her, who taught us moral ood, 
Religion and the fear of God. 





To her, who taught us country’s love, 
And pointed us the way above; 

The selfish things of this short life, 
So fraught with vain and bitter strife. 





To her, who showed us duty’s van, 
And said “My son go be a man”, 
Ascribe the power behind the throne 
By which all nobler things are done. 





That mother now of whom I’ve told, 

Who gave her five sons brave and bold, 
To bare their breast to battle’s storms, 
And fight through all the war’s alarms; 





I pray, on muse, to guard her grave, 
As mother of the bravest brave. 

For the fifth born, to her so dear, 

For the missing son, pray drop a tear; 





And as the years along shall flow, 
That only a mother as good as she 
Could bear a boy as brave as he. 


Written 1895 
j==15- 0) 
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A letter from Tommie Morris to his father John 
Morris, Sr., dated Dec. 5, 1863. 


Camp Ner (?) 

Springfield 

State Va. 
Dear father, I seat myself to write you a few lines to 
let you know that I am well, and doing well, and I hope 
these may find you all well. We are in camp ten miles 
west of Jeffersonville, will start to-morrow morning to 
the Ridgement to draw clothes. The Ridgement is at 
Liberty Hill. They are going to Russell Co. to winter. 
They say we will come to Wythe Co. to winter. I have 
got me a fine horse. We have plenty to eat and nothing 

to do. 

I have saddled my horse to go to the shop, to get 
me a pair of shoes, that are ready made. Write me soon 
and give me all the news. I will bring my letter to a 
close. Direct your letters to Jeffersonville in care of 
Capt. Moore Co. E 22nd. Va. Calvary. 


From John Morris, Jr., to John Morris, Sr. 
Camp Jones—Burrow Washington Co. Tenn. 
Dear Father and Mother. 

I seat myself to write you a few lines, to let you 
know that I am well at this time, and hope when these 
few lines come to hand they will find you all well. We 
are in Washington Co. Jones-Burrow Tenn. Two miles 
west of Jones-Burrow. We are twenty five miles from 
Greenville. The Yankies hold the Railroad from here to 
Knoxville. We are going to try to take the Railroad 
back again. The men are coming in every day, the train 
comes in loaded. To-day ten cannon come. I think we 
will stay here a few days, and then we will start to 
Knoxville. Gen. Williams is with us. The men in here 
are all Union men. William and Thomas is well. Thomas 
is here. 

It is said that—One of Tommie Morris’ comrades 
during the stampede that followed the battle, saw him 
wounded on the battlefield lying face down, a smoking 
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pistol in each hand; as this soldier was carried back 
over the battlefield by Yankee soldiers, some one, friend 
or foe will never be known, had turned him on his back 
placing a paper over his face with a rock on both ends 
to hold in place. His mother never learned what hap- 
pened to him. 


Assariah Lundy, brought Tommie Morris’ horse 
home. 


“THE LONE MANSION” 


In the mid’st of broad acres of tillable lands, 
On a highway of travel a homestead stands, 
The mansion house rises inviting to view, 
And the curtilage shows what energies do; 


For the hand of industry directed by brawn, 

Has fashioned these grounds to the eye is quite plain, 
For the meadows and fields and orchards is plain, 
Contribute in beauty and substance for man. 


All over these scenes happy children have played, 
And on the green swards loving couples have strayed ; 
For lovers came here a wooing the fair, 

And marriage bells followed and melowed the air, 


And egrand-babes too in bevies have come, 

As gay as the birds when winter has gone, 

And prattled and coo-ed on grandpa’s knee, 
In innocence sweet and merriest glee. 


But the shuttles are closed and no smoke now arise 
From the stately old chimney which point to the skies, 
The wide spreading fields look deserted and. drear, 
And the nodding pine trees in mourning appear, 


For the man of the house is not in his home, 
He folded his tent and a journey has gone, 
And ere he returns oblivious sea, 

Will sweep this place that he 
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In four score years by hand and skill, 
Had placed upon this earthly hill, 

But then with Him who rules the skies, 
Who feeds the raven when it cries, 


Who gently notes the sparrows fall, 
And drops His mercies on us all; 

I know a faithful record stands, 
Of all that done by human hands, 


And that in merey and in love, 

More than earthly parents move, 
He’ll judge us all of what we’ve done, 
And give us all our lives have won. 


0-B-o 
“GRANDFATHER’S HOUSE” 


My grandfather’s house how grand it appears, 

As it greets me in dreams through the distance of years, 
No capitol now of the cities of earth, 

Is as great unto me nor as rich in its worth, 
As my grandfather’s house upon the old scene, 

When he was its lord and grandma was queen. 


No honors are there which man can bestow, 

As dear to my heart as the pleasures that glow, 
As I bask in the light where ever I rove, 

Of grandfather’s home and grandmother’s love. 


To that Mecca of temples when Sunday morn came, 
I flew for the solace its altars contained, 

And found in its courts that balm for ills, 
Which heals every wound and every want fills. 


Arrayed in her ephod as clean as the snow, 
Grandma was high priest to my world below, 
And holy the touch her hand could impart, 
And the blessings which came from her own loving 
heart. 
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A king on his throne in power above, 


My grandfather reigned in dignified love, 
And. pointed the way to truth’s bright road, 


And the goal at the end for the wise and the good. 


And now though the years are wasted and strewn, 


Since the fires last lighted my grandfather’s home, 


My feet are yet stayed by his counsels of right, 
And grandmother’s face is my beacon of light. 


“A MAIDEN SWEET” 


A maiden sweet as the breath of Spring 
Was journeying to the west, 

With parents in their wagon train, 

They on their journey pressed, 

But fell disease came like a bolt, 

From out the clearest skies, 

And laid the maiden cold and. dead, 
Before her parents eyes. 


With breaking hearts they laid her down, 
In a grave upon this knoll, 

And sadly turned away to reach 

Their distant western goal; 

And many a day in the busy west, 

Their souls would sigh and moan, 

For the saintly one they laid to rest 
Beneath this rude headstone. 


And now, they too, have turned to dust, 
And sleep in distant graves, 

They yielded up each worldly trust, 
Beyond the Mississippi’s waves, 

And now no earthly soul doth know, 
The modest maiden’s name, 

And soon no earthly eye will note, 

The place where she was lain. 
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But yet with Him who counts our hair, 
And notes the sparrows fall, 

Who holds the planets in their spheres, 
And cares for great and small, 

I know this maiden’s dust is kept, 

Safe in His loving hands, 

And from the dust He will it lift, 

And in immortal youth ’twill rise, 

To bloom and live in brighter lands. 


May some distant relative of her’s, 
Read the lines we’ve here wrote down, 
Return and place a marker there, 

Where they laid the sweet maiden down; 
No flowers placed there by loving hands, 
There on the highest little knoll, 

A-top Good Spur’s mountain lands, 

To sleep till God calls the maiden home. 


(See Vol. 1 p. 48). WRM 


“FAIR MAIDEN” 


John H. O’Neal (See Vol. 1, p. 89), perhaps settled. 
at the summit of the Good Spur Road in the early 
1790’s; built the first log cabin there, and was living 
there at the time of the “Fair Maiden’s death.” The date 
of her death was perhaps around 1800; taken from tra- 
ditional stories some gives the date around 1825. One 
story was related by D. W. Bolen, as related to him by 
his grand-parents, “John and Polly Morris and others.” 
“That a number of people had sold their homes in N. C. 
and were on their way to the far west. At or near the 
place where she is buried they camped for the night, 
and during the night one of their party a very beautiful 
girl of 12 or 13 yrs. of age, became very ill and soon 
died.” It was thought that she ate some poison berries 
as she was in great pain and convulsions. She was 
buried on the second day after her death and on the 
third day the party departed for their new home. later 
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there was some correspondence with the O’Neal family 
or others as to the condition of the grave. Sometime 
later (Mr. Lowry says 25 years later), some strangers 
visited the grave and covered it with flowers. All this 
must have happened during the time the O’Neals owned 
and lived at this place and prior to purchase of the pro- 
perty by Anthony Banner, or John Morris who came 
there in 1845. By— o—WRM.—o 


“BILLINGS OF ENGLAND” 


The Geometric Tracerv belonging to Carlsle Cath- 
edral; proof plates in two plates of R. W. Billings. <Ac- 
companied by the Artist’s Original Colored Drawings, 
mounted on brown paper folio. Large paper, beautifully 
bound in full morocco extra by Hering. 5/10 (Printed) 

Gasper and Thomas Billings, Sr., and Jr., were in 
Wilkes County, North Carolina in 1790. Gasper, two in 
family, Thomas, Jr., six in family, Thomas, Sr., one in 
family. 


where she was born and lived all her life. Her children 
were: Meridith, (killed in Civil War), Willian, Louisa 
B., (married Joseph Brinegar) Giedaviay low Loli eal 
Trap Hill, N. C.; Mary (m. Frank Childress), lived and 
died at Wilkesboro, N. C.; Betty Ann (m. John White- 
head), b. 1860, d. about 1938, in New Jersey, jomed 
Roaring River Church at the age of 16 years. Laura 
Frances (my mother), b. Oct. 1858, d. Oct. 13, 1984, at 
Fancy Gap, Va. My father 8. L. Morris, met and mar- 
ried her at the home of Tom Kelly’s father, where she 
was living, at Ore Knobs, Ash OCo., N. C. She joined 
Roaring River Church in her early teens. 


“COPIED FROM WILLIAM BILLINGS BIBLE” 
By a Grand-daughter 


Mrs. Hallie Gillenwater, Saltville, Va., Dec. 5, 19957. 
William Billings, born July 12, 1844, died Nov. 3, 
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1928, at Wilkesboro, N. C., married Malinda Jane Cay- 
wood (widow Reffit), on Mar. 25, 1868, in Montgomery 
Co., Ky. She was born Aug. 13, 1884, d. May 22, 1915. 
Their children: Margaret Jane, b. Oct. 6, 1869, (married 
Wiley Thomas Kelly, Aug. 26, 1888) ; Lucy Belle, b. Jan. 
lo, 1872, (m. A. H. Bud Meadows, July 7, 1892); Rosa 
Hilen, b. Oct. 19, 1878, d. Nov. 30, 19565 {imei 
Blevens, Aug. 27, 1892). (She married second—John 
Hall), lived and died at Keystone, W. Va; Joseph Wil- 
ham, b. Oct. 8, 1877, d. Aug. 22, 1946, in West Virginia. 
All were born in Powell Co., Ky. 


William Billings married second—unknown. Third 
—C.8. (Samantha) Pruit (widow), at North Wilkesboro, 
N. C., Feb. 27, 1899; in presence of John Martin & Jesse 
Lankford, by J. M. Garther, J. P. Children: Dora Jane, 
b. Mar. 20, 1900, d. young; Tyre, b. Oct. 24, 1902, lives 
at Wilkesboro, N. C. Bessie, b. Oct. 22, 1904, lives at 
Hays, N. C. (m. Frank Billings); Walter B., b. July 
25, 1907, lives at 48961 Eeorse Rd. Belleville, Mich., and 
is Supt. Ford Motor Plant. All were born in Wilkes 
CoriNe GC: 


NORTH CAROLINA, WILKES COUNTY. I, O. F. 


Kller, Register of Deeds and custodian of the marriages 
for the County of Wilkes, State of N. C.—Hereby certify 
that J. W. Whitehead, 24 yrs. of age, of Ash Co., and 
Betty A. Billings, 19 yrs. of age, of Wilkes Co. secured 
marriage license and were legally married by W. J. 
Comps, J. P. on the 23rd. day of Aug. 1879, in the pre- 
sence of L. C. Brooks, Wm. Brooks, witnesses, and the 
same has been returned and is a part of the records of 

said County. 
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand 
and affixed my official seal, this 22nd. day of Jan. 1935. 
O. F. Eller, Register of Deeds. 


My mother Laura Frances Billings, lived near Roar- 
ing River Church, only a few miles from Stone Mountain 
on May 27, 1871, when Thomas Alexander Adkins and 
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his wife Lenora (a daughter of B. F. Wiley of Guilford 
Co., N. C.), fell and slid. off this mountain, a distance of 
about 530 feet, a part of this distance being almost per- 
pendicular, killing Lenora, but Alex. lived to a ripe old 
age. When a boy in my teens | heard Mr. Adkins, at 
Mt. Airy, N. C., tell how he slid down that solid rock 
face down till he wore the flesh to the bone on his hands 
and fingers, that he turned over on his back wore his 
shoe heels out and the flesh on his heels and back to 
the bone, and showed his disfigured. fingers and hands 
to prove his story. I did not believe his story, but when 
I got home and told my mother what he said, she said: 
“Tt was true”. 


MANY TIMES I HAVE BEEN ASKED: Why don’t 
you write something about the Allens? 
William Allen, Sr., of Henry Co. Va. born 2omdied 
1788. 
Married Ist. Mary Lewis of Cambell Co., Va. 
Ond. A Miss Beverly of Essex Co., Va. 
3rd. Sarah Ann Smith of Prince Ann Co., 
Va. 


William Allen, Jr., son of Wm. Allen, Sr., and Mary 
Lewis; born in Henry Co., Va., went to Surry Co., N. C., 
1790, came to what is now Carroll Co., Va. the next year. 
His first wife’s name was Agnes, second wife’s name 
Anne. This Wm. died in 1823. He had a son Wm. 
Allen, 3rd. 

Courtesy Mr. John Alderman, Atty. Hillsville, Va. 

Wm. Allen, Jr. was granted land on Pauls Creek 
on south side of Blue Ridge Mountain (Now in Carroll 
Coeeva.) 1791. This Wm. sons Bail Allen and Wm. Allen 
3rd. we know about. 

Bail Allen had a son Carr Allen who lived near my 
boyhood home as far back as IT can remember. Mac. 
Howlet lived for two or more years nearby. Allen and 
Howlet moved about fifteen miles from our home. As 
told to me: “They were supposed to be neighbors ; there 
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was a disagreement between them as to Carr Allen using 
a farm road. through the land of Howlet, which Howlet 
had closed. Allen in company with his two sons while 
opening this pass-way was shot and killed by Howlet 
on May 25, 1898. While awaiting trial in the Carroll 
Co. jail, Howlet was taken from the jail by parties un- 
known at that time; in the early morning hours of June 
20, 1898, on entering the jail yard he slung his captors 
right and left and became a free man. Howlet was shot 
a number of times and killed. 

Wm. Carr Allen (son of Wm. Allen, 3rd.) had four 
sons we know about. Jeremiah, Robt., Jackson and John. 

Jerry (Jeremiah) Allen born 1818, died 1897, mar- 
ried Nancy Combs. Their sons were: Anderson, Wash- 
ington (killed by falling tree while hunting in Elk Spur 
mountain about 1895); Jack, Floyd, Garland, Sidna and 
Victor. 

Anderson Allen had a son William, shot and killed 
with a shotgun by Daniel Tate at the home of Tate. 
Tate at once left the scene and went to a kinsman’s home 
in N. C. a distance of about twenty five miles in less 
time than a man could go on horse back (so the story 
goes). Tate was arrested and tried at Hillsville, Va. 
and aequitted. 

Jack Allen was killed by party unknown to me at 
the home of a Mrs. Martin on the night of Mar. 18, 
1916, near the N. C. and Va. state line, Rt. 52. Will Me- 
Craw was arrested, tried and acquitted of doing the 
shooting. 

As to the fatal event that happened on Mar. 14, 
1912 in the court house, Hillsville, Va.: what is com- 
monly called—“When the Allens shot up the court house 
at Hillsville,” I can not say who the ageressor Was; or 
who fired the first shot as I was not there. T will relate 
the story as told to me by Sam Hall. He said: “He was 
standing about five feet behind Floyd Allen when Judge 
Massey told the sheriff to take charge of the prisoner. 
That Floyd Allen raised up and said: “Gentlemen.” He 
(Sam Hall) had turned to leave the court room and made 
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two or three steps when the shooting sounded like some 
one had thrown a bunch of Laurel leaves in the fire. 
That when he got to the head of the court house steps 
Dexter Goad’s daughter was standing in the clerk’s of- 
fice door, that the steps were full of people, that the 
man behind him was pushing him (Sam Hall) and he 
was pushing the man in front of him, that when he got 
down near the street he looked back and the steps were 
full and people were coming out the court house door 
like bees.” 

Judge D. W. Bolen, Attorney for Floyd Allen told 
me: “That at the first shots he saw dust fly from the 
shoulder of Judge Massey and he slumped to the floor. 
That Judge Massey was about in a direct line between 
Sidna and Claude Allen, and Dexter Goad’. Judge 
Thorton Massey, Sheriff Lew Webb, Commonwealth At- 
torney, Wm. Foster, a juror, C. C. Fowler were killed. 
A Miss Ayers a witness in another case was shot and 
died a few days later. Floyd Allen was shot two or three 
times but survived. From reports the Allens and Court 
Officials (Except Judge Massey) carried fire arms with 
plenty of ammunition; prepared for a royal battle in 
which they shot high and wild. 

In a recent magazine Garland Allen was pictured 
as a Primative Baptist preacher who went into the pulpit 
opened his Bible took out his pistol laid it on the Bible 
and proceeded to preach the gospel. I have heard him 
preach many times; I saw no firearms neither did I see 
any need for firearms. They would also have you believe 
all the people of the Blue Ridge Mountains carry fire 
arms. Perhaps some of them do; not because they fear 
their neighbors; most of the people of the Blue Ridge 
are a very progressive people and carry small amounts 
of money and their fear is from those passing through. 

When the tragedy occurred Floyd Allen had Just 
been sentenced for one year and a day to the Va. state 
prison, for interfering with an officer in the discharge 
of his duty. Floyd and his son Claude Allen paid the 
supreme penalty for their part in the shooting. Sidna 
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Allen and three nephews, Friel Allen, Wesley and Sidna 
Edwards were sentenced to long terms in the Va. state 
penitentiary for their part in the crime. 


My father and the Allen Clan grew up in a few 
miles of each other. The only trouble he had with them 
was with Floyd Allen, when they disagreed over a girl 
friend. It seems that my father got the best of it as 
he later married the girl. In later years if there was 
any ill feeling between them no one ever knew it. 

The sons and daughters of the Allen Clan were my 
boyhood friends, some of them attending my Sunday 
School class. 


Williamsburg, in James City, Co., Va. is the oldest 
incorporated city in the United States. Bruton’s Parish 
Church, organized in 1632, and is still in use. The court 
house built in 1769, has been rebuilt. The powder horn 
was built by Alex. Spottswood in 1741. The oldest In- 
sane Hospital in this country is in Williamsburg. 

The first church at Jamestown cost 50 Ibs.; the town 
tavern cost 500 Ibs. 


In Mar., 1868 while Mrs. John A. Logan was visiting 
in Richmond, Va. she noticed the women decorating the 
graves of the Confederate soldiers. Upon her return 
home she mentioned it to her husband, Gen. John A. 
Logan who was at one time Commander-in-Chief of our 
Republic, he said: “It was a beautiful custom and worthy 
of being copied.” He issued the first order that May the 
30th. 1868 be observed as Decoration Day. It was so 
enthusiastically observed that Congress made it a na- 
tional holiday. 





ELIZABETH MORRIS 


The greatest Pyramid of Egypt when completed was 
481 feet high, and covered thirteen acres of land. Some 
of the white limestone blocks are estimated to weigh 
fifty tons. It is the tomb of Khufu (Great Chops), he 
being one of the Pharaohs of Egypt. It took from 3000 
years B. C., to 2500 years B. C. to build this Pyramid. 
Its height today is less than 450 feet. King Chops is 
buried in this tomb, his features were preserved in ivory 
statutes when Bonaparte made his conquest of Egypt in 
1798. Some of the Pharaoh Kings tombs were chiseled 
out of the rocks in the mountains. 


The clerk of court of Rowan Co., N. C., Thomas Fro- 
hawk, under Gov. Tryon, was allowed to charge as much 
as $15.00 for a marriage license. I can easily understand 
why some of the marriage bonds of my own and other 
families are missing from the marriage files. 
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The three girls were around 20 yrs. of age. All were 
made from badly faded tin-type pictures. 






LAURA FRANCES BILLINGS 
Six commissioners were appointed to survey the Va., 
and N. C., line. For Virginia—William Byrd, William 
Dandrage, and Richard FitzWiliams. For North Caro- 
lina—Samuel Swann, Edward Mosley, and Christian 
Gale. From 1727 to the latter part of 1729 they sur- 
veyed from the Atlantic Ocean to Peters Creek near 
Sauertown Mountain, N. C. In 1749 the line was sur- 
veyed from Peters Creek to the Holston River in Tenn. 
Dr. Thomas Walker, was appointed Chief Commis- 
missioner by the Governor of Va., to meet with the com- 
missioners of N. C. to finish the boundary line between 
Va. and N. C., from the Holston River in Tenn. to the 
Mississippi River—Not the Ohio River as formerly be- 
heved. The line paralled 36 degrees and 30 minutes 
from Atlantic Ocean to the Mississippi. 
They began Sept. 6, 1779, completed the following 
spring of 1780. Dr. Walker’s associate was Daniel Smith. 
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BETTY 


The earliest legislation of N. C. was in 1669. One 
of these acts was—That no previous debt should be col- 
lected from any settler coming to Albemarle. This was 
one of the first settlements. 

Another act—That anyone desiring to marry could 
vo before the Lord Proprietors and so declaring. There 
were no preachers in the colony at that time. Wm. Ed- 
mondson, preached the first sermon in the colony of 
Albemarle to the Quakers at Phelps Point, (now Hart- 
ford) in the year 1672. 


In 1850 only one out of seven white people over 
twenty one years of age could read and write in N. C. 
In Va. one out of twelve. 


All the delegates from Va., to the Continental Con- 
gress were native born. 
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~<a 
MARY BILLINGS 


Ninth Act of Jamestown, Va.—Be it known that all 
the citizens age 16 to 60 of Indian Town shall work on 
the road as far as Red Hill, and any member refusing 
to work shall be fined 75 cts.; and Jacob Miles to be 
Road Master and he to be paid $1.00 per year. 

The State of Va. appointed five trustees who had 
the right to approve these code of laws. (Failed to get 
date). 


Courts in N. C. were held at the Justices homes or 
at some cross roads until perhaps in 1772 the first court 
house was built. Until 1708 there had been only two 
legal executions for capital crimes in N. GC. 

The county seat of Stokes Co., N. C., until about 
1850 was called Crawford. 
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WM. AND MALINDA JANE BILLINGS 


After the massacre of three hundred white settlers 
by the Indians at Somer Isles, Va., an act of the Assembly 
of 1645, made April 18, a holiday or a day of thanks- 
eiving for their escape from the Indians. 


1662, An Act: Every person who refused to have 
his child baptized by a lawful minister shall be assessed 
2000 Ibs. of tobacco; one half to the parish and one half 
to the informer. 

The Pamunkey tribe of Indians near Jamestown, 
Va., in the early days elected their Chief by number, 
casting grains of corn for number one candidate, and 
beans for number two candidate. Or vice versa. 


Two of the first women coming to Jamestown, in 
1608 were: Mrs. Thomas Forrest and her maid Anne 
Burrus. Anne Burrus, later married Thomas Layton. 
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JOHN AND POLLY W. MORRIS 


The old ones of the Morris family had high tempers 
but they were not harmful, and would not abuse their 
stock when they got mad. John Wm. Fry, Columbia, 
Tenn., told me that: “One of the older ones a the family 
Sanied his team, but instead of beating his oxen he went 
off the side of ihe road and butted a tree himself saying” 
“He could not help it, and when a man made a mistake: 
he should suffer for it himself, instead of beating a dumb 
brute”’. 
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JOHN AND RHODA B. MORRIS 


A man read the following epitaph on a headstone: 

As you are now, So once was I, As I am now, You 
soon will be, prepare for death and follow me. Then 
the man added—“Where you are now, I wish you well, 
If up in Heaven, Or down in hell, But follow you, I 
will not consent, unless I knew which way you went. 


The first city in the U. S. to promulgate the law for- 


bidding of whites and blacks marriage was: Blenville, 
Ala. 1706. 
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S. L. MORRIS AND LAURA B. MORRIS 


T have heard that a lock of Mrs. Washington’s hair 
is in the possession of the Masonic Grand Lodge of Bos- 
ton, Mass. In a small gold urn, smaller than a small 
pepper shaker, made by Paul Revere soon after the death 
of Washington, and the hair was requested by Paul Re- 
vere when he wrote a letter of condolence for the Ma- 
sonic Lodge. 

Paul Revere built a copper rolling mill at Canton, 
Mass., and was the first American to roll copper. He 
bought old junk copper and made bronze bells, by mix- 
ing one fourth tin, three fourths copper. Some of the 
bells he made are still in use today. He rolled the cop- 
per plates to overhaul the ship Constitution, which run 
down many of the early pirates. Revere is French “RE- 
VOIRE”. His father was—‘APOLLOS REVOIRE” a 
Frenchman. 
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W. R. MORRIS 


Mother’s Day originated in May, 1907 by Miss Anne 
M. Jarvis of Philadelphia. 

Miss Jarvis’ idea was that sons and daughters should 
at least give special attention in paying tribute to their 
mothers one Sunday of each year. 

She arranged a special service in a church in Phila- 
delphia, and asked that those attending wear a white 
earnation. This was the origin of the white and red 
flowers worn today by millions of Americans. 

This year on Mother’s Day honor her with your 
thoughts—or your attention and your deeds. 


One of the first ships coming to America was the 
Lusitania. It was 790 ft. long and 88 ft. across the cen- 
ter; and could have carried over 30,000 cords of wood. 
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RANDY MORRIS MICHAEL STUMP 


Louis Pasteur, a Frenchman while trying to save the 
lite of a boy bitten by a mad dog said: “I have been 
without sleep hours but he did not need it, for there 
was a chance of success”. After much experimenting 
and long hours without sleep he discovered what we 
know as the—‘Pasteur Treatment” for mad dog bite; 
which has saved the lives of an unknown number of 
people. 
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W. VERLIN MORRIS DALLAS R. MORRIS 


A mans bones identified as the bones of Gum Lan- 
easter was found by the daughter of cousin Lillie Mer- 
ritt, when she was a small child in a shallow grave or 
hole in the Merritt garden. Lancaster was in a sitting 
or doubled up position and the girl partly uncovered 
the skull while digging with a garden hoe. 


Goleleo, declared that the sun is our orb, and that 
the earth and the plants are a harmonious family of 
worlds; for this he was brought before a trial court, 
convicted and imprisoned. To gain his liberty he was 
forced to recant. In 1609 he began to experiment with 
a piece of lead pipe and a glass lense which soon led to 
the invention of the telescope. 


273 





W. RANDY MORRIS MARK MORRIS 


In 1850 there was being printed in Salem (now 
Winston-Salem,) N. C., a paper by “Blum & Son” ealled 
“Peoples Press’’. 


A man by name Astor, offered his services to King 
Philip, and told the King he could kill a bird on the 
wing. The King refused his services saying—‘“I shall 
use you when I war on the starlings.” Astor joined the 
army of Philip’s enemy and shot an arrow into King 
Philip’s eye with the following note attached to it: 
“Astor, to Philip’s right eye”. 


James Ewell Brown Stuart, born in Patrick Conny a 
Feb. 6, 1833 (son of Abraham Stuart); was mortally 
wounded at the battle of Yellow Tavern, on May 1d5 
1864, and died in Richmond, Va. the same day. 
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This is a picture of W. R. Morris, author of this 
book. My oxens, and the wagon which I made; with a 
load of apples, cabbage and chestnuts. It taken three 
days to drive this team from Fancy Gap, Va. to Winston- 
Salem, N. C., two days to sell my load, and three days 
to drive home, eight days for the round trip. Received 


about $25.00 for my load of produce. 

This picture made in 1905 on Trade Street, Winston- 
Salem, N. C., just north of West Fourth Street near the 
rear entrance of what is now Wright’s Clothing Store. 
The man is holding the fox’s foot. 


Many will celebrate Valentine this year not knowing 
its true meaning. The story goes that: A young Priest 
was about to be beheaded for refusmg to renounce 
Christianity. The night before his execution he wrote 
a farewell letter to the jailors blind daughter, signing 
the letter—“From Your Valentine”. 
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WILLIAM M. STUMP 


An old colonial law reads: “That all women of what- 
ever age, profession, or degree, whether virgins, maids 
or widows, who shall, after this act goes into effect, 
impose upon, seduce, or betray into matrimony, any of 
his Majesty’s subjects by virtue of scents, cosmetics, 
paints, artificial teeth or hair, or high heel shoes, shall 
incur the penalties of the laws now in force against 
witchcraft and other misdemeanors”. 

I find no record where this law was inforeed in Vir- 
ginia. According to the Virginia State Bar Association 
of 1906, this law had been repealed by all states except 
New Jersey. 


Juha Ward Howe, wrote: Mine eyes have seen the 
glory of the coming of the Lord. He is trampling out 
the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored. 
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“CLOSING PAGE TO VOLUME ONE AND TWO” 


To All Fidelibus Noftris, Salutem: 


In closing I want to thank all who have bought my 
books and I ask you to tell your friends about them. 
If you help me sell them you may be mentioned in my 
next volume, in which I shall include the Fry (Frey ) 
family. You might be heir or part heir to the Francis 
Fry fortune which began to accumulate around 1860; or 
you might find the gold and silver hidden in the Cumber- 
land Mountains by Jonothan Swift about 1790. You 
should look between Norton and Coeburn, Wise Co., Va. 
for the cave full of silver brick the old lady found, and 
who spent most of her remaining days trying unsuccess- 
fully to locate the cave and the silver brick she believed 
she had found earlier in life. Should you fail to find 
your fortune at these locations; look for the little pot 
of silver hidden in the Elk Spur Mountain in Carroll Co. 
Va. in the years of the eighteen and nineties. I know a 
man who said he seen it cleaned and counted. 


I shall also include the Hammond, Bolen, Payne, 
Leftwich, Westmoreland, and Branscome familes, along 
with many of the names of the men who came over to 
Jamestown in 1607. 


Signed with a mixture of British and Welch in 1600. 


S799 by 
IL He 0707 2 


Per Ipfum Manu Fignat 


Foggy Camp Farm 
Fancy Gap, Va. 
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Correction—Vol. 1, page 31, David Westmoreland birth 
1776, should read “1775”. Page 50, Ocecupuan should 
read “Ocoquan’”. Page 53, 1818 should read “1718”. 
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Page 2 


Page 2 


Page 


Corrections for Vol. 3 

Last line on page should read—April 
Puy ae Ao Ee 

Elbert G. Morris, born May 15, 1820, 
married Helen Brown 1846. Should 
come just after the signature of E. G. 
Morris. Above letterhead of “TWO 
BROTHERS SALOON.” 


No. 8—Should read—W. Randy Morris, 
born June 5, 1956, Mark Morris, born 
Oct. 7, 1957, page 274. And their first 
cousin 8a Wm. Michael Stump, born 
Nov. 6, 1956. page 276. 

1741. Should read—1714. 

Polly W. Morris, Should read—Polly 


Morris. 

Rhoda B. Morris, Should read—Rhoda 
Morris. 

Laura B. Morris, Should read—Laura 
F. Morris. 

Pictures on pages  264-265-266-267, 
Should have been before the Billine's 
family, page 257. As it appears in book 
it divides Morris family. 

Morris pictures. Should have been be- 
fore—“KEY TO PICTURES,” on page 
239. As appears on chart. 

INDEX. Northumberland Co., Morris 
family paged 129—Should read 126. 
INDEX. Morris Ancestry ete., paged 
126—Should read 129. 
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